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Summary

Elena Golovneva

Alternativeness of types of conciseness in the sphere of ethnic
identity (Epistemological aspect)

This paper describes the various alternative types of conciseness
(mythological, religious, scientific, philosophical, art), which have been
functioning throughout the history of the mankind in the sphere of
ethnic identity. These types of conciseness are considered as specific
cognitive systems formed due to the stereotyped constants, which
developed in the process of the multicultural communication; as well
as due to the influence of the mass media and the creative work of the
brainpower of the nation. Thus, the ethnic identity turns out to be
multilayer by its origin and complicated by its structure.

Special attention is paid to mythological component in structure of
modern ethnic self -conciseness. The mythologems are numerous, but
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the ones 0 principal for the ethnic identity - are the mythologems of
oOheroéd, oparticuéesar awdydhosenevimio are gu
countryé, the aim of which is to bring s

of the ethnic group, and arouse the feelings of unity and greatness of
oneds own nation

This work describes also some typical methods, used by ethnic group itself
as well as political leaders in order to reproduce the ethnic identity and inspire
the ethnic groups. They include creating and reproduction of mythologems,
historical description, sacralization (some of the scope of activities and some
important people are excluded from the sphere of the every-day perishable
life); rituals practicing, etc. Meanwhile the artificial character of such ideas
introduced through the mass media an
in the sphere of theeth ni ¢ gr oup, but this group
of these ideas, she needs them.
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Summary
S. Chashchina Alternative cul ture and design: aspects of
intersection

The main task of the article is marking out the vectors of scientific
exploring of foregoing problem field.

The first section is devoted to the d
genesis the term @AI6t eérsnaddnreecctueldt uwi t h
and term ocColutnutreerd . The term O0Alternatiyv
wide sense (culture -philosophical) and narrow one (specifically -
historical). We can distinguish by-conv:«
symbol i calch to&enijmnend af term. But in any case we deal
with the realization of deeper principle of alternativity. The term
odesignodé i s upmefdsionakeparr ow

There are three vectors of exploring of intersection of Alternative
culture and design.

The first wide vector covers the links between politically coloured
alternative movements and design. Here the graphic design was the
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most important. The general features of development are shown on the
examples of German and Franch design of 1950 -60-ties.

The design of suit was more important for passive -dissident trends
of alternative culture (like hippy, stiliagy etc )

The second vector is the interpretations of alternativity in frame of
design as such. In 196070 -ties alternativity as the way of creative
competition was multiple strengthened by the necessity of elaborating
the new look on the world and designing as such. The general features
of development such searches are shown on the examples of Radical
and Anti -design in Italy in 1960 -70-ties.

The thir d vector is connected with educational sphere, both design
(the revolt on the architectural department in Roma in 1963, the
development of Ulm Hochschule fur Gestaltung, Global tools) and
common educational system.
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5 Bell D. The Coming of Post -Industrial Society. N .Y., 1973
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Jacques Ranciere"s “Aesthetic Unconsci
Conception of Knowledge

The paper deal s wi t h Jacques Rancier
unconsciouso6, odbegstaedi waesghetkic rev
focuses on his work on aesthetics and politics .. Jacques Ranciere is
the author of more than twenty essays and books on several subjects
ranging from politics to art. In [ ater
towar d visual culture and the relation between politics and aesthetics.

He understands these two fields as inherently interconnected rather
than autonomous.

The purpose of this paper is to outline the following questions and
themes:

1. the connection between a esthetics and politics

2. the political dimension of aesthetics and its meaning

3. Ranciereds concept of t he Ot hree
function in contemporary approaches to art.

The most important question, however, addresses the relationship
between art and epistemology. It probes the porous borders of the two
by examining & historically and philosophically d the senses in which
art came to imply knowledge.

Ranciere focuses his analysis on the junction between the
experience of the aesthetical and the experience of everyday life. He
argues that the transplantation of the mundane objects from the realm
of the quotidian to the realm of art not only helps us to rethink
visuality as such but also highlights the phenomenon of the
0distributionedéfandei sensmphct on soci al

The artifact thus becomes a potential bearer of complex meanings.

Containing a wide range of artistic, semantic possibilities , an artifact
ceases being a mere sign and becomes a symbol of the empirical

world. Th ereby an object acquires a narrative function o i.e.t is
appreciated for being a bearer or a marker of history. It is in this

context that the notion of oOaesthetic wu
polemics with the Freudian concept of the unconsci ous ). Ranci e

approach to psychoanalytical theory has a double thrust. First of all,
he reverses traditional epistemic understanding of trueth, secondly,
he draws an analogy between modern art and the unconscious that in
his view both represent ¢ the unrealized aspiration to truth G
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Summary

Anna Eremeeva
Problems of relationships between science and power in the
mirror of Samizdat and Tamizdat



54

The article is dedicated to reflection of the problem ¢science and
power e in the Soviet Samizdat and Tamizdat. The author provides
various types of uncensored texts (scientific, scientific -popular, and
fiction) and their int  erpretations of different aspects within the problem
such as monopolization in science, gwice consciousness € and social
conformity of the Soviet scientists, shadow trends in scientific
community, state interference in the international scientific
communic ation.
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Debates on Censorship . Fights for Free Publicity in Hungary in
the 1980s

This study aims to provide a brief historical overview and a detailed
analysis of some passionate debates on censorship in Hungary during
the 1980s. It was a hot and principal issue o f the age 0 the late
Communi st era somewhat before and wunder C
and has been still widely debated as an inherent part of the moral,
political and intellectual heritage of the Hungarian democratic
movements. However such debates  mutatis mutandi are equally typical
of the aftermath of the democratic changes in countries like Russia,
Poland, the Czech Republic and elsewhere from the early 1990s. Some
of the provoking arguments of  the onetime samizdat works still keep on
inspiring lively de bates even today fi to mention just one example: the
pamphlet first published as samizdat in 1981 by the Hungarian
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di ssident journalist Mi kl -s Haraszti unoc
Censorship (A cenz¥r a 6,swagd ®onitrenSlated into French
(L'Artist d'Etat ), English ( The Velvet Prison), and German ( Die
St aat s k ) but betaene largely read and referred to only recently
among the students and intellectuals of the- Communist China, after its
Canton -Chinese translation had been published by a Ho ng Kong
publisher and became available on websites too. This is yet another
piece of evidence, that freedom of the press and a critical way of
thinking cannot be restricted in the longer run any more.
Let ds just start -definttidn ofathe h metinte freee | f

publications taken from the OEditordés No
editor of the B e s z @Hhli&r), the most influential Hungarian samizdat
periodical:

0The Russi an wor d 6sami zdat d l'itera
publishing. It is meaningless in a world without censorship. In

countries, however, where the government retains the right to permit or

ban the publication of books, periodicals and articles, anything which

is published and distributed without th
Censorship and samizdat depend upon each other: until censorship

exists, uncensored writing will always b

A brief history of the Hungarian samizdat literature 1
Samizdat existed in Hungary as early as the beginning of the 1950s,
despite raging state ter ror against any expression of dissent. The best
Hungarian writers were confined to silence, but their poems and

writings were nevertheless circulating among friends. During this
period, a considerable amount of religious material was also distributed
among the followers of various denominations. After the revolution of
1956, dozens of political manifestos, statements and essays were
circulated among intellectuals, workers and students. If caught by the

police, their authors served years in prison. A case in point is that of
|l st vEgn Bib-, me mber of t he revol uti on
outstanding political thinker.

The word ©Osamizdatd became familiar i
together with the Russian and Polish practice of uncensored
publishing. Samizdat is a system of clandestine printing and

distribution of banned or dissident literature, and such literature itself.
In Hungary, this activity, modelled on the Russian, and influenced
directly by the Polish samizdat movement, began to flourish in 1977.

In this e arly period, samizdat editors produced some 170
publications, multiplied mostly typewritten or by stencil. The first, and

one of t he most i mportant ones, was 0 Ma
(Mar xi zmus a negy e)dAndther&antizdat, ¢hd BO8 pages

OProfilé (the Hungarian term for scope
edited by J8nos Kenedi , was a superb (

stories, essays and studies rejected by official periodicals in the 1970s,
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under the pretext of not having fitted into t he scope of the paper. The

most significant venture of the early samizdat was the publishing of the

1000 page Bib- MB mberml a® k kEPion8ykelunies, edited

by Ferenc Don8&8th and others, in the honou
Il stv8&n Bi b alysi®8adf Blungadan soniety and his theories on
oprincipled compromisesdé are strikingly s
conception of limited revolution, and have strongly influenced

Hungarian intellectuals.

Two periodicals were also published in this period o f typewriting.
Magyar F(Hgngaedn ®bserver) concentrated on domestic affairs
and on the fate of Hungarian national mi r
borders. Kelet-Eur - pai HEagty Eutoffean Observer) mainly
published translations from the samizdat an d emigr® press (06tan

of Soviet bloc countries.
In 1981, influenced by the enormous independent press in Poland
during Solidarity, various groups undertook the production of samizdat
for a wider circulation. The first mechanically duplicated publicat ion
was the 5th issue of Kelet-Eur - pai ,published inh Sugust 1981,
under the title O0The |RalgiyeH SwymBmer 6 (
Jaruzel ski ds coup deeply shocked Hunga
disillusioned resigned from active participation. Most of the dissidents,
however, decided to carry on their work on the basis of a critical
attitude towards the Polish experiment. Two of the early periodicals,
Ki s¥%goOutformerd as opposéMagyar | RiguyymkeB) a
from publication. Be s z,®dnSthe other hand, (the word means
0 Tal klutraso the visiting hours in prison), a political quarterly,
survived.
Together with the publication of the first samizdat reviews, a book
publication also began. The first and most productive independent
publisher was AB Independent Publisher ( AB Fg¢tglgeen Xiafl- G&8bor
Demszky, which began its activity in 1982. Besides its series of political
publications (0Suppl ement to the History «
oPol ando6, 0Gulagdé) it published in a growi
foreign and Hungaria n authors living at home or abroad. They have
publ i shed AGmavEarm ,pkys by Vaclav Havel, and novels by
Milan Kundera. One of their most popular ventures was the publication

of t he autobiographical novel by Gy°rgy
Hungarian writer and poet. The 600 -page novel My Jolly Days in Hell
(Pokol bel i yWwheh hadippeyiausiynbeen published in English,

French, German, Swedish and Japanese, appeared for the first time in
Hungarian, in book form in a samizdat publication.

Anoth e r independent publisher, ABC Press
brought out oDarkness at Noondé by Arthur K
of Raoul Wal |l enberg. The p l'ishers unde

ub
Octobdr ®. (Fégget)l elnauknicahded by the-ei ntrans
Gy°ygKrass-, considered their main tasks
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and documents in connection with the 1956 revolution. Among their

crop one can find books such as the writ
and Hungarian Diary by Wiktor Woroszylkski, the eminent Polish poet

and journalist. The same publishers have issued the striking

autobiographical writing of B®la Sz8sz,
Nineteen -Eighty -Four by George Orwell. Besides these greater
publishers, several smaller ones d¢r aml(@ream), Kat al i z8§tor |

(Catalization Bureau), Al ul n Battent View) and Sz a b a d(iLeibuBe
Time) & also took their active part in independent publishing. Special
mention must be made of the avantgarde artistic publications and
political documents used a s art objects of the Inconnu Art Group .
Although Hungarian censorship was relatively liberal, the works listed
above would never have reached the Hungarian public without
independent publishing activity.

From among Hungarian samizdat periodicals a few titl es are well
worth mentioning, suchas Be s z @alker), M§shonnan @alkerz® S
from Elsewhere), AB H?2 r m@mB Messenger), Demokrata (Democrat),
£gt 8j ak (Reyond® Points of the Compass), V2 z j(Veéatermark),
Magyar PHergatian Jew), and Hat §r / i d S¥ enradp®@|-y i fiagy
(H/I/N Tra nsylvanian Monitor). The techniques generally used included

mi meography, silk screen printing, 6r an
Polish samizdat, a combination of the above two techniques),
photocopy and offset printing. The later one was especially widely u sed

in book publishing from the mid 1980s.

By 1988 radical opposition movements gathered momentum, the
organisation of democratic proto  -parties started, and the sudden boom
of independent publications could be prevented by no means. Therefore
it was but a public admission of the political reality, when in May 1989
t he | ast Communi st pri me minister Mi kI
preliminary permission for publishing books and newspapers of any
kind was no longer required. That was the official end of censorshi p
which had been in existence for more than four decades together with
the forcibly prolonged Communist rule in the country.

All in all in just over a decade the Hungarian samizdat movement
produced cca 300 books and two dozen periodicals during the period
1977 & 1989. (Unfortunately, a complete critical bibliography of all
Hungarian samizdat publications has still not been prepared as of yet.)
This crop might not seem as rich and versatile as the Soviet -Russian
one, and certainly hadowearrdo |tehsasn otnhoeb iilnidze
Polish press did for many years by supporting the resistance of a whole
society against the communist rule and a military regime. Yet two of its
special merits seem to be quite significant even many years after: its
intellectual force and radical engagement for truth and justice. These
can be felt nevertheless strongly in the arguments of the onetime
debates on censorship in both samizdat publications and in other free



76

forums, like in the public protests and debates of the Hungari an
Writersd Association.

“Noaexisting” censors in “existing socialdi
ol n Hungary there j0ddrec!|l aradoGyRirgy Ac
cultural secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party for
more than two decades with sheer hypocrisy in an interview made by
Paul Lendvai in 1980. 2 However, everyone was well -aware of the fact,
that in a country of oOexisting socialismé
and evidently had to exist, thus this statement made by the most
influential communist leader i n charge of commanding cultural policy
was nothing but a routine  -like propaganda lie, or another sample of
odoubl espeako.
Yet it would have been quite difficult for most of the contemporaries
to give a concrete evidence of censorship or to describe in deta il how it
worked in daily practice. Even today, it often seems to be a kind of
puzzle to reconstruct the onetime power mechanism, partly because of
its complexity and partly because of the missing data and documents.
This represents yet one more reason to try to have a closer insight into
it.
The first thing to be stated is that censorship in Hungary like in any
other state socialist countries of the Soviet bloc there was an overall,
centralized and multilevel system run by both formal and informal
directiv es, clandestine and public means. Communist rule as a daily
power mechanism is often seen as a dubious system, a kind of poorly
camouflaged police state supported by heavy bureaucracy. In fact, even
decades after it is not at all easy to see a clear -cut hi erarchy of
personal and institutional competences.
To start with, there were several departments and bodies inside the
Partyds central hierarchy through which a
held above the media, public education, culture, science, arts and
literature. Although frequent changes in key positions, and some
hidden rivalry among the high rank apparatchiks time by time modified
their actual competence and efficiency, these departments were all
attached to the Central Commctakesof Wohkebd
P ar t MSZMRA), and in general they all shared the duty of instructing
the relevant state bodies & from the ministries to the municipalities,
from the media to the well -structured staff of the secret police, as a
sophisticated mechanism o  f state censorship.
The Department of Administration ( KAO) attached to the Central
Committee and led by a CC secretary was responsible for preparing
and put in effect the highest level guidelines and decisions made by the
Central Committee (  KB) or the Poli tburo ( PB), and had also the duty to
report about some actual problems, included scandals around some
dissident writers, periodicals or other publications, etc. With the
approval of the Politburo this department was expected to execute the
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hardest dpedsoinsai onsé such as replacin
disobedient editorials and book publishers, forcing silence upon some
authors and journalists, or even exile, instructing the police to take
action against samizdat makers, etc. 3
Apart from this, there were a t least two influential bodies both
attached to the Central Committee with similar tasks: the Dept. of
Agitation and Propaganda ( APO) and the Dept. of Research, Culture

and Public Education ( TKKO). The first one, the onetime well -framed

0 D a d ddypydthe fu nny Hungarian meaning of the shortened form APO
dregularly held informal oideol ogi cal a |
head of editorials and mass media channels, and also instructed

directly such censorial bodies, like the Kiad:- i FSi g@wmegmet - s §g

Directory of Publications) or the Fi | mf Si ga £Symeme Bi@gory
of Films), which had the ultimate right to give or deny permission for
the publishing or releasing of all books and films. The latter one, the
TKKO, was supposed to have a wide range of control above the
academic research, public education and culture as well, through the
relevant party and state apparatus with
informal means, eg. by selecting the key functionaries for the relevant
bodies and institutions, etc.
How did the party leaders and the apparatus react on the challenge
of the emerging samizdat movement and the democratic opposition
from 1979? The first thing to be stated is that there were hardly any
official declarations made publicly by the communist | eadership about
these matters, which well reflect te- the bashful and hypocritical nature
of a satellite dictatorship. Second, even the secret minutes of the
sessions of the Central Committee or the Politburo are quite
disillusionary, providing little in th e way of information, real debates or
personal arguments. The preferences of the communist leadership,
however, seem to be quite clear: 1) to avoid political scandals (both
home and abroad), 2) to use all informal and formal means to
intimidate or isolate  the dissidents, and finally 3) to expose the odirt)
worké of the secret police as wel/l as s
journalists, who were always ready to launch public denunciative
campaigns against dissident writers and other members of the
opposi tion.
Party decisions were repeatedly held from the late 1960s till 1988 in
order to put an end to Oseconamuysedifiot i ci ty
samizdat, tamizdat and any form of alternative publicity, like flying flat -
seminars organised by some indep endent intellectuals, etc.) with not
much success. Thus the hottest and most sensitive issues remained
the so-cal | ed oparall el publicationsé¢, and
0samizdat 6 and oOotamizdato which the Poli
its sessions, h owever, could prevent none of them. Both issues seemed
to threaten the Partyds information monc
country, and outside them by damaging the official self -propaganda
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toward the West. oParall el publ usedafdror s 6, a
the Hungarian writers and journalists, who published their works both

in samizdat and in state  -controlled channels, and besides that dared to

give critical interviews to the Western media as well, thus neglecting

the secret rul es nonfexgasme ng® tbemoni st cen
(Due to its strong influence during the days of the 1956 revolution and

onward, Radi o Free Europe wa s of ficiall:
dangerouso6 of al | Western media.) The Pol
repeatedly made res olutions in order to put an end to the much blamed

practice of o0par adalievain. pnecemberda80, whers 6

the issue was first discussed, the PB held a Resolution as follows:

ol t mu st be prevented, that someofpeopl e
omul tipledé publicity to propagate their v
publish their works by the Radio Free Europe or other hostile
channels, or in the series of  Cahiers Hongrois [published by Hungarian
emi gr ®es in Pari s|] or by s,odr theyrpublislo st i | e p-
them as illegally distributed (O0samizdatd)
such authors should only be published after previous consultancy had
been asked in each case by the editors of [permitted] publishers,
periodicals or other press or  gans. The Department of Research, Culture
and Public Education of the Central Committee should prepare a list of
those authors, whose writings are allowed to be published after
previous consultancy only, and pass this list to all relevant state bodies
aswel |l as the heads of editor4 als and publi

Although state burocracy and the Politbureau of the Party discussed
repeatedly, how to tréhastithe oonpppsdt amma
oill egal publicationsod, princimoreassawer e ne
list of banned works or writers ever published, although it was loudly
demanded by the rebellious editorial staff of the Moz g - Vriby tBeg
assemblies of the Hungarian Writersd Assoc
would be seen later. Informali  ty in the daily practice of administration
remained all the while dominant in the | at

Needl ess to say there was a mighty role
Policed6 too, especially the Department I 11
House searches, shor t term arrests, heavy fines and various other
forms of harassment had regularily regularly occurred from 1981 up
until 1988. All in all, thousands of copies of samizdat books and papers
were destroyed, and duplication machines were confiscated. During the
early years of samizdat (in between 1982 and 1984) the editors of the
periodicals Be s z @ld 32 r mo were most often harassed and fined.

I n spring 1983 GS8bor Demszky, editor in ¢
attacked by the police in the street and, under th e pretext of violence

against the authorities, confined to six months suspended

i mprisonment . Somewhat | ater, it was Gy°°rg

OHungarian Octoberdé and the editors of o0De
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of Compassbd and 0 Cat, awho ssafferied rserioldf f i ¢ e ¢
harassment, repeated house search, and were charged massive fines.

I'n and outside the “Velvet Prison”
Mention has been already made of the first conceptual samizdat
work charged a frontal attack on the state of censorship: the pamp hlet

by Mikl - -s Haraszti The Aegthetica of ICgnsorshipt i(A | ed
cenzvYar a e )zdr@nt ikskBEhglish version The Velvet Prison 6.
Haraszti started to form his critical vision on the censorial practice a

few years earlier, i hen théd eo -cma |dl e 9 7TKOH&E r
consolidation was still felt to be quite strong in Hungary, with a

routine -like institutional control on culture, science, and education. In

addition to that, most of the artists, writers and the state employed

intelligentsia see med not just to respect the rules of the communist

regime, but also to willingly support them. This kind of loyalism as a

general attitude led Haraszti to the conclusion, that censorial principles

and the daily power practice (some two decades after the 19 56
Hungarian revolution) managed to pass succesfully many of their

functions to the self -censored artists and the self -disciplined
intellectuals themselves. That was the main challenging feature in +

the author aimed to reveal a new system of the state con trol on cultural

and intellectual life, in short: an eme|
some witty descriptions of its historica
0Censorship is no longer a matter of s

aesthetic culture has  emerged in which censors and artists alike are
entangled in a mutual embrace. Nor is it as distasteful as traditional
critics of censorship imagine. The state is able to domesticate the artist
because the artist has already made the state his home.

This b ook is about the aesthetics of censorship, the symbolic
relationship between artists and the modern socialist state. It examines
the effort by the state to control the culture over which it presides and
probes the complicity of artists and writers consigne d to collaborate
with the guardians that govern the society in which they live and work.
| was born into this new culture, and | live in a country where, for
many years now, practically nothing has threatened the hegemony of
state control. | consider Hunga  ry, among all of the socialist countries,
to have played the role of precursor, pointing the way toward a higher,
more mature stage of wha't Victor Serge
Directed Thought o. Hungarydés worl dwide r
moderat e and open of all socialist countries, makes it a model, for it is
both typical and more evolved than the others.

This book is intended to be neither a sad collection of anecdotes of
the censored nor an academic analysis of an evil system of
surveillance. These two approaches, which tend to be favoured by
specialists on Eastern Europe, succeed only in evading the more
important questions. Who makes this culture? Why? How? Why is it so
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durable? Is the presence of overt or covert terror a sufficient reason fo r

its survival? |Is freedom reallly necessary
Even these guest ions could well reflect to the fact that Haraszti,

often with much irony and sarcasm used in his pamphlet willingly took

the role of the advocate diaboli . However, his hist orical remarks on

freedom of thought and freedom of art seem to be more essential and

worthy of consideration:

oOnly since the mi ddl e of t he |l ast cen:

synonymous with anti  -authoritarianism. Only then did art become the
recognized symb ol of the protest of the individual consciousness,
questioning the order of the world. That artistic autonomy could be an
end in itself was part of the promise of bourgeois civilization. But the

period in which this promise was made spans only a fraction o f the
history of art. We have only to recall the art of the ancient Egyptians
and Greeks to realise that art without anti -authoritarianism is

possible. Does it make sense to complain of a lack of freedom in the art

of medi eval Chri st endeelfi® pdrhégs etarraly kzut, art i

this kind of good news is solace only for those who are waiting to make

contact with beings from outer space. Before we demand aesthetic

neutrality from those states that employ their artists fi their respected

employees i we should try to imagine what it is like not even to be

understood: to be viewed in the. way the f
In his Velvet Prison Haraszti returns again and again to his core

u

problem how successful and durable a O0Reg

could be in the past and the future. Here are some of his conclusions
from the final chapter 0The Space between

0Observers might wel | i ma g iawagted prboé t her e

that art is an adversary of the establishment, even in its period of
abject s ervility. What else would one find between the lines other than
restrained protests, signs of cautious independence? The fact that one
can read protest between the lines is, it is said, a concession of
censorship that will all but defeat it. Directed art w as effective only as
long as it was able to force art to remain a mere echo of ideology. In
this view, state culturefds decay becomes
the art achieves the freedom of diverse interpretation fi even if only
between the lines. Cultures  that speak in forked tongues cannot long
endure. Aware of the failure of classical censorship, these observers
regard expressions of autonomy, however feeble, as cause for optimism.
But | think that perhaps memory is short. Sinologists particularly
relish the discovery of irony, satire, and irreverence in the poetry of
millennia of empire which had seemed initially to have nothing but
praise for the emperor. In the Middle Ages, too, did not heretics
reinterpret accepted dogmas, and were they not condemned, until their
views were later accepted? Surely | have no reason to consider
totalitarian socialismds doubl e ¢tlgedk any
than that of its predecessors.

u
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Communication between the lines already dominates our directed
culture. This technique is not the speciality of the artist only.
Bureaucrats, too, speak between the lines: they, too, apply self -
censorship. Even the most loyal subject must wear bifocals to read
between the lines: this is in fact the only way to decipher the real
structure of our culture. Real communication takes place only between

the lines. And it is public Ilife itseldHf
ut what fun could such a perverted communication offer those who
take part in it? Haraszti finally gives a ma sterly answer to this with

both empathy and irony:
0The reader mu st not think that we de
hidden public life and that we participate in it because we are forced to.
On the contrary, the technique of the writing between the lines i s, for
us, identical with artistic techniques. It is a part of our skill and a test
of our professionalism. Even the prestige accorded to us by officialdom
is partly predicated on our talent for talking between the lines. What is
unsaid is at least as impo rtant as (and often more important than)
what i g0 . saido
If the saying sua fata libelli stands true, it is even more relevant to

Haraszti 6s pamphlet. The book has had a
both in Hungary and worldwide until recently. The author, as was
mentioned, started to write it as early

complete the manuscript by August 1980 fi just one day before the
victory of the Polish Solidarity movement fi , and it was first published
as a stencilled samizdat brochure in Budapest in 1981, not much
before the Polish marshal law was introduced. Another Hungarian
samizdat version in a book form was published in 1985 11, and French,
German, and English translations came out in print 12 during the
1980s.

No doubt, Har as zt i @uh inflaencpdnbly the thearp s
Gy°rgy Konr 8d and | v §nintdlectadls®mtlei Roanl fof er e d
Class Power, a book originally published in samizdat 13 too. Since
communism or state socialism was officially declared as a system
basedfi at least in theory fi on the unquestionable Marxist doctrines, all
its opponents felt themselves challenged to express their critical views

on a nevertheless structured theoretical basis A4 As Gy°rgy Kon
comments in his forward written to the
boo k : oPreviously, iintellecualdoom th& Roadntd Clasd e d
Power, written wi t h | van Szel ®nyi , | tr
intelligentsia was becoming a separate class in state socialism. The

theory that in state socialism censorship is an inhere nt part, a

constitutional and constructive element of literature, gradually
expropriated by the elite in power, was a fact inspired by the mood of
the mid -1970s. We came to the realization that communism is a
system whose power is sustained not by the pol ice alone ¢'5.
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Haraszti 6s pamphl et, soon after it was f
provoke some critical reflections among Hungarian writers and
intellectual s. Two of t hem: poet and phi
l'iterary historian G8bor rditcal commentaimp publ i sh
B e s z,@He $nost influential Hungarian samizdat periodical. Petri in
his article 6r adi cal ly rejected Haraszti s concep
a onew civilizati on¢ -réstmician df batmthemubletu a | sel f
and the rulers. He categorically denied , that censorship of any kind did

ever have any inspiriting impact on culture, nor was he ready to

accept, that writers and intellectuals could ever benefit from or

creatively contribute to such a compromise. On the contrary, he

witnessed more and more pro mising strives for intellectual autonomy
on the basis of re -establishing some moral principals and professional
quality standards of intellectual life, meanwhile the censorial practice

of state socialism had lost any authentic ideological principals, and

displayed nothing but the real repressive nature of a police state.

Klaniczay in his article 17 r ef | ected both on Harasztis

argument s. First of all he stated that OHs
to talk about the same t ho megletttheaeald bot h
nature of culture. However, he readily adm
Har aszti 0pesssaitmirsitci ¢ overstatementso, in a
successfully inspire critical thinking and provoke some counter

arguments. As Klaniczay noted Harasztids bad Il uck P

pamphlet came out too late, and in the meantime much of his vision
became obsol ete about t he flourishing on

Stalinist consensus on self -censor shi p. 0Today | woul d
wi t h Petri6an vHawas zttihds Vi sionod. However
added, OHarasztidés book, to my knowledge,

describe the new type of constraints and their potential output on the
socialist culture as a system @ and that deserves more than just an

angry refusal. (é) Petri shoul d not have
poetic overstatement of 0a new civilizati
pointed out, that the system, the author suggested, is a very static

one. 6 Culture in a br oa cdice ofsasocietg, thats t he dae
can neither be directed by cynical, counter -selective bureaucrats, nor

can it be only based on the heroic resistance of some radical
intellectuals, and that is exactly what makes Klaniczay not too
optimistic for the future.

Debate s on censorship during t he 198008s,
samizdat publications, most strikingly became public in the general
assemblies of the Hungarian Writersd AssSO«
the European Cultural Forum held in Budapest in late 1985. Both
meetings offered excellent occasions to draw the attention of a wider
home and international public to the ongoing censorial conflicts, and to
launch an open debate on not just the actual complaints but also on
some general principals to be set.
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The Euro pean Cultural Forum of Budapest, 1985

Ten years after the Helsinki Agreement had been signed by all
European states (except Albania) as well as Canada and the USA it was
Hungary®6s t ufrfor the fost time a Soviet Bloc country fi the
European Cultural ~ Forum in Budapest from October 15 till November
29 1985. The event followed the review conferences held in Belgrade
and Madrid, themselves designed to monitor compliance with the
Helsinki commitments. The theme of the Budapest fete was freedom in
culture a nd art, whi ch f or med t he third
Accords. The conference promised to be an interesting one, in view of
the fact that the @ open or disguised fi censorship practised in the
Communist countries was contrary to the principles of the Helsinki
Accords, thus offering an easy target for the Western delegations.

For the official Forum altogether some 850 participants were
accredited to Budapest, the city that was in fact kept occupied for six
weeks by a legion of diplomats and experts. The Soviet delegation
consisted of 90 members, the Czechoslovak 74, the West -German 72,
the Polish 54, the American 52, and the Romanian only 7. Delegations
of the Soviet Bloc countries were led by ministers i with the only
exception of the Romanian , 8 meanwhile the W estern ones were led by
either ex -ministers or ambassadors. According to a silent agreement,
no East-European emigrants were selected into the Western
delegations.

Hosts and guests, official and unofficial groups had long prepared
for the event expected to  have a high publicity. Dissidents and human
right activists, agents and secret cops, party burocrats and journalists
were all alike ready to do their best. Even some artists were busy to get
prepared for the Forum , like those of the Inconnu Group, Budapes td &
some young talents with much invention and daring political messages
0 who printed large numbers of stickers depicting Mona Lisa in a
Hungarian police uniform, that could be seen all over in the city during

the conference: on buses and trams, public tel ephones and shop
windows, suggesting a bizarre but rather realistic image of Hungary as
a ocharming police stated. A samizdat

same design of 0Constable Giocondaéd
without Police! & Art without C ensor shi p! 6 Few peo
young designer, P®t er Bokros, had b
before the Forum started, and spent
in a military jail.

For the official launch of the conference a memorandum was
addressed by the Hungarian opposition to the participants of the
European Cultural Forum of Budapest. 18 |t was, as these few lines may
prove, formulated in the spirit of radical refusal of all anti -democratic
control on culture and publicity:

0b
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0 Fr e e dfthePress!

The goverment solemnly states, that there is no censorship in our
country. Those who say that, consiously state something utterly false.
True, there is no censorial office as such with state employees called as
censor. However, an efficient ¢ ensorship can be equally managed by a
ban on some books or confiscation of printed materials, by forcing
silence upon writers and artrists, displacing lectors and editors of
periodicals as well as frequent police harassment, such as home
searches and fines to intimidate samizdat -publishers. The
unquestionable state monopoly and one -party control of the press,
book publishing, film production, radio and television broadcasts are
nevertheless efficient means of censorship.

In Hungary there is no freedom of th e press. Public information is
manipulated by a secret censorship which has never been legally
defined. o

The six page memorandum signed by 22 Hungarian dissident
writers, artists, and scholars 19 goes on, listing some main demands in
9 points. These include  new press laws to guarantee full freedom to the
press with two limits only: not to propagate violence or war, and not to
generate hatred against other ethnic groups and nations. The list of
demands also include the break of state monopoly in all fields of public
information service (by newly launched independent dailies, weeklies
and periodicals as well as private film and video studios); to break the
state monopoly of printing and publishing books, to stop the regular
police control above all printing, xe rox and even typing (!) machines; to
put an end to political censorship on literary and scientific works; to
stop official harrassment and forced exile of the non -conformist
authors and artists; to stop confiscating books, newspapers and
manuscripts from H ungarian citizens returning from the West; to make
free access to all materials of the ccl osed sectionso of publ
and public collections; and finally to make possible public distribution
of foreign newspapers; periodicals and books, with no poli tical
restrictions at all.

It is quite obvious, that this radical program fitted well the strategy
of the Hungarian democratic oppostion of the 1980s , demanding
authorities to respect human rights in general, and political liberties in
particular accordin g to the existing standards of western democracies.
These demands could have been hardly denied or debated openly by
the Hungarian government (or the ruling party) either, which had
previously signed several international agreements in accordance with
such principles, the most important one in Helsinki in 1975. Especially
not in the year of 1985, when the new reform leader of the Kremlin,
Michail Gorbachev launched his campaigns for 6glassnost 6 and
0 p er e s tiirransplrandy and restructuring the Soviet sys tem. In
practice, however, the party leaders and the authorities instructed by
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them were not at all ready to make any serious concessions, and rather
considered the European Cultural Forum of Budapest as a light

intermezzo, which should only support the of ficially suggested image of

Hungary as oOthe most l'i ber al country in
barrack in the Soviet bl oco. Thi s i1l u
spoiled by the OAlternative Forumé orga

intellectuals, diploma ts and Hungarian dissidents.

There has been published a book recently on the story of the
Hungarian Helsinki Committee 20, a well -writen monograph publishing
a good number of first rate archive documents too. Its author, Andras
Mink, comments the missed chan ce of the official debates as follows:

0The Western del egations coul d not b e
Forumds failure to use the opportunity
criticism of Communism. The agenda of the conference practically
smothered all hopes for any debate. The Eastern Bloc delegations
insisted on the extremely detailed agenda they had set. In this way,
only the selected delegates could take the floor; they were allowed to
speak only on the subject they had previously indicated; and there
were no informal discussions afterwards.

In any case, even the Western delegations failed to make a united
stand. Most of the delegates gave speeches on their own specialized
subject, keeping politics down to a minimum. The occasional criticism
came from a few upright but isolated speakers. Sometimes their
speeches made a big splash, but the above  -mentioned procedural rules
prevented them from exerting a strong im

In an article published in samizdat Besz®l 6he editor,
Haras zti, bitterly blamed the hypocritical spirit of the official Helsinki
Forum:

oWhat, if anything, has happened?
(...) Once done, it can never be undone: totalitarian and democratic
countries have come together to hold a discussion about the future of
cult ure. The other thing that will linger on forever in our minds is the
manner in which the meeting was organized: this manner, the
technique of under -the-table diplomacy, had previously been used for
cultural purposes only in Communist countries. And then we have said
nothing about this brand new concept of culture, which was in fact
born not in Budapest but in Helsinki. If there is any truth in what the

young Luk8cs has said, then culture can
of the desire felt for our own perfe  ction. Here in Budapest, the states
made a huge leap towards a certain perfection, which is quite real i and

did so by the mere existence of the Forum: | am talking about the
shared official culture of Yalta fi Europe. My personal choice for the
name of this ne w culture is the Helsinki Kitsch, and | happened to

know that A as a desire felt for itself A it lives on and exerts an
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influence, even though for the time being it declines to issue a Final
Act . (é)
The common ground is obvious: the preference of inter -state
relations. The Communist countries are all in favor of expanding the
cultural relations on the strict conditions that this would not impair
their control over culture. As long as they do not feel threatened by
this, they are willing to undertake even those commitments that are
irreconcilable with their ideology both in
No matter how highly we esteem the prominent figures of Western
culture, who came to Budapest, the fact remains: only persons selected
by the states could be in cluded in the delegations according to the
rules. Previously only the Eastern European establishment disregarded
the cultural field independent from the states; now the entire cultural
establishment effectively did the same, W
Hungari ans® excuses for not allowing the i nct
held in a public location, which they, as the hosts, were under
obligati®n to dobd
Indeed, the events, that took place in the field of international
politics during the ten years since Helsi nki, gave very little cause for
satisfaction, which was faithfully illustr
the Budapest Forum. Still, the Cultural Forum of Budapest became a
significant stage in the Helsinki process, not so much on account of the
official events but in consequence of the initiative launched by the
International Helsinki Federation. The Federation wanted to hold a
parallel event during the first three days of the official Forum. This
came to be known as the alternative or counter -forum.

Th e challenge of the Alternative Forum
The Hungarian security police was well aware of the preparations
many months prior to the planned event. In the last moment therefore
it secretly instructed the managment of the Hotel Intercontinental to
refuse to rende r the reserved banquet room, thus the Helsinki
Federation was denied of the chance to hold a public meeting. However,
thanks to the Hungarian opposition, the meeting could still take place:
on October 15 the participants gathered &
whil e on October 16 and 17 they met at fi
appartment. In this way the event became a private affair, which the
state security agency was unable to prevent, although it tried to

monitor it by all means from the beginning till th e end of the third
day. 22
As a young writer and editor that time, | have also some memories
about the unique atmosphere of this semi -conspirative, semi -public
meeting in the apartment of the wel-I known
er Il stv8n E°r sii smeéeartbthy Birhed gEl In fact, oV

freely but rather astonished in this temporary asylum of an otherwise
large downtown flat jam -full with fairly informally dressed local
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intellectuals, students, some well  -known writers and human rights
activists fro m 6t he free worldoé and friemdly f
altogether somewhat more than a hundred people. Sitting on the floor,
seated on chairs or standing behind them, the audience listened
carefully to the speakers who spoke mostly in English, and sometime S
German, French or Hungarian. The lectures touched on the question of
writers?d integrity, t he rol e of writer
European culture. The most important and most sensitive issue,
however, was that of censorship, a topic hardly ment ioned at the
official forum.

The counter -forum was attended, among others, by Susan Sontag,
Per Wastberg, Danilo Kis, Hans Magnus Enzensberger, Timothy Garton
Ash, Amos Oz, Pavel Kohut, and Jiri Grusa, as well as by a number of
Hungarian writers such as Gy °r gy Konr 8d, S8ndor Cso
Bence, Mi kI - s M®s z°l vy, and Mi kI - s Tamé
Federation was represented by Gerald Nagler, Jeri Laber, Aryeh Neier
and Karl von Schwarzenberg, who had just recently been elected
President of the IHF. Three television channels, several radio stations
including BBC, Voice of America, Deutsche Welle, Radio Free Europe
and countless correspondents from the Western media took part in the
symposium, producing reports and making interviews with the
participants.

Gy°rgy Konr 8d, in those years an ounpe
but possibly the best known Hungarian writer abroad, had writen a
lengthy essay, which was first published in samizdat 23, and then was
read out by the author himself as an opening speech to the
participants of the Alternative Cultural Forum in Budapest. Even its
titte sounds rather polemic with a scent of irony: To Reform
Censorship? (A cenzYara ).ef Komj §4d in fact pr o
profound analysis from all aspects of the problem: historical ly,
politically, psychologically, and often concludes in highly original
statements. Some short extracts are worth to quote in here:

(Psychological remarks)

0You may feel that you have somehow o
censor has moved deep into your mi  nd. Even the one must feel the
power of censorship, who acts against it, knowing well that he entered
a forbidden zone, which gives a kind of crimino -moralistic character to
all that he writes f a strange feeling, that may capture a teenagers
fantasy for a w hile, but it has no relevancy at all from the distance of
brinking stars. 6

(Western and Eastern modells compared)

OEven in liberal democracies we may fi
no such thing like one single Censorship. Since there is no one -center
power, there is no one -center censorship either. One -party system
requires one -center censorship, which may in certain fields get lose or
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eroded, yet it maintains the monopol right to have an overall control
above the culture. o

(Some historical aspects)

0 F r oMoltaire to Flaubert roughly a century was enough for the
French writers to get rid off censorship. However, for the Eastern half
of Europe even two centuries were not enough to reach this goal.
Censors and customs officers in East Europe are not at all co mic
figures as yet. Your smile will immediately frozen, once they pull out
your personal notes from your suitcase, read them, and may confiscate
them, if they feel like. These guys are armed legal rubbers with a high

sense of duty. 6 |t e rhe alt@native, iodependenban nt ry t
private publishing, we call recently Osami
respectful tradition. In fact the live models of our bronze public statues:
Sz®chenyi and Kossuth, dEtSnekisdiyofferthemd Pet Sf i
to the attention of our foreign friends & were masters of samizdat, and

all challenged censors of their time. As their late follower, we are not
crim inals either, but some active and autonomous persons, who would
like to turn restrained communication of our society into a free and
l'ively one again. o

(Demands and future plans)

00One of the most -awatpdosteg of a tulturall refonrg
would be t 0 make alternative book publishing legal.

Let formal censorship be reintroduced, if they wish, and let there be
court cases if the public prosecutor finds that the author or the
publisher have broken the low seriously. However, it is strange to see,
that t he protagonists of progressive reforms would like to reach the
same level once existed in Hungarian book publishing during the
1 9 3 Gidnsa country which was far from being democratic. In the
Horthy -era there was only a post festam censorship and for the
periodicals of less then ten issues a year there was no need for previous
permi ssion at all .o

As these few citations may wel/l prove, K
of the hot issues of the onetime debates on censorship. Other speakers
of the counter -forum expre ssed nevertheless characteristic i although
often controversal fi ideas, as was reported in those days by the
H?2 r mo,rag@opular samizdat paper of Budapest:

o(é) Danil o Kis poi-censership wastevert mmaet sel f
harmful than the real thing, official ce nsorship, because in a
schizophrenic way the former forced the author to assume the
personality of another man, who may not even exist as a real person.

Gy°rgy Konr8d emphasized the wunacceptabl
Censorship must be abolished, not refor med. In his comments about

t he written text, he referred t o t he Wr i
should be loyal to the laws of the state or to the norms of literature.
Tal king about the | imitations dictated by

Csurka also referr ed to censorship and self -censorship, when he
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declared that while politics may have to deal with realities, culture

must transcend them. Literature cannot accept them, and writers must

attempt even the impossible. He quoted E

freedom, who are prepared to die for it.o
The other main topic of the symposium was European unity and the

European idea.

According to Susan Sontag, Europeds f uil
multicultural and multinational Europe without separate states. B y
contrast, Hans Magnhus Enzensberger thoug

could never be a guiding principle, nor could the European institutes
and the bureaucratic organizations of political power be our ideals. He

criticized the idea of the European Union, p ointing out that the
Germans continued to regard themselves Germans, rather than
Europeans.

Il stv8n Csurka painted a picture of Eur

society solely interested in money. The West can only produce goods,

but not ideas. Still, Eastern Europe was looking to the West for

inspiration. People can only think in terms of realities (they are

educated to do so), while the greatest monstrosities were carried out in

the name of realities in the world. Taking issue with Csurka, Francois

Bondy poi nted out in his brief and witty speech that it was by no

means self -evident that new ideas were necessary. In any case, the

ideas of democracy and human rights were born in the West, along

with a number of new movements in art. Admittedly, Eastern Europe

itself produced some new ideas, such as C
In Gy°rgy Krass:-98s words, there was no

it was all history. There were many ways to divide Europe, but the

main distinction separated it into two areas: one half was occupied by

the Russians and the other half was not occupied by the Americans. In

that context, the fact that Hungary was an occupied country of a

crushed revolution would have deserved g
The position and the role of writers was the o ther topic that engaged

the attention of the participants most.
Per Wastberg made the point that literature was not about drawing

some final and unshakeable conclusions, it was rather a testimony for

pluralism. Writers should not be expected to set variou s goals; they are
to express dissatisfaction and desire. Alain Finkielstein talked about
the writersd betrayal. Amos Oz also ref

writers, when he pointed out that tyranny, oppression, moral

predicament and mass murder had alwa ys and everywhere started with

the contamination of | anguage. The write

by its name. Every time that war was described as peace, oppression

and persecution as safety, and murder as liberation, it invariably

turned outthattyr anny had put shackles on the | a
Jiri Grusa spoke about those emigrant intellectuals from Eastern

Europe, who used to be oOprophetso6 in the
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considered ex -prophets both in the West and in the East. In fact, even
back in their home country they only projected their own personality ,
rather than their fine ideals 4.

In the Western press, the publicity given to the alternative forum
significantly exceeded the press coverage of the official forum. The great
Western dailies, we eklies and magazines, including the Austrian Profil ,
the German Die Welt, Die Weltwoche and Die Presse, the prestigious
Swiss Neue Z¢r ¢ hethe Hendht Libemtion , and the Italian La

Reppublica , published detailed coverage of the counter -forum. An e ssay

by Danilo Kis was published in the New York Times Book Review

Garton Ash sent areportto  Spectator and wrote a longer study for ~ New

York Review of Books. | n t he |l atter pi ece, whi ch W &
Hungarian |l esson, 6 he r ev emHiperdHungana t althol

may have seemed liberal from a distance, in reality it was characterized
by chaos and unpredictability. It was impossible to tell what exactly the
authorities would consider a breech of the rules, and how far their
patience would extend. T o0 give an example, in response to Soviet
protests, he mentioned that c o ppivneiten o f a B®
by an associate of the Party History Institute, had recently been
removed from the shops and destroyed. 26

I n his book already r «f ecomradl,udAisdr 8Th
alternative forum passed no resolutions; i
and presented no official position on the issues debated. But it was not
meant to do, either. All things considered, the forum accomplished its
mission. One of its goa Is was to enable the writers, artists and
dissidents from both the East and the West to meet and to get to know
each other. Another obvious goal was to give Western publicity to
censorship and the position of dissidents inside the Communist
countries. The third goal of the counter -forum was either to enforce a
right acknowledged in the Helsinki Accords fi the right of groups of
citzenstomeet Aior to inform the world about the
this right. The counter -forum was able to meet all these
expect ati2ns. 0

However, many dissidents in Budapest fi and no doubt even more in
Warsaw, Prague, Moscow and Bucharest i felt rather disappointed
about the outcome of the official Helsinki Forum, since they would

have expected o0l oud sol i dalromayc yion sftrecand tohf
West. As was citated, Haraszti in his article radically refused the whole

policy of othe Helsinki Kitscho, which in
mai ntain the cynical status quo policy of
the Soviet human right activist, Sergej Kovaljev felt quite differently

when said: 0The big red shark has alread
Hel sinki . Now it is up to the West, when t
latter belief seemed to be justified by the fact, that the first Rea gen-

Gorbachev summit was held at the same time in Geneva, which soon
proved to be the first decisive step to the rapid dissolution of the Soviet
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system. However, the average East -European citizens could hardly feel
anything of it. Just the opposite: during the next months it seemed, as

if Hungarian authorities wanted to take revenge for their previous
indulgence forced upon them by the massive presence of diplomats

from the West. The democratic opposition was still to suffer a long
series of harassments: ho use searches, fines, arrests, which all
concluded in the brutal police attack on peaceful demonstrators, the

iN-f amed oBattle of Chain Br i filig éadt the n Ma r
national memorial day, when free press was first achieved by some
young poets and s tudents of Budapest as a glorious ouverture of the
1848 revolution.

Devoted documenters of ,delphinology®”
A sophisticated mechanism of state control also restricted free
research and open debates especially in the field of humanities and
social sciences. This was intended to be counterbalanced somehow by
private flat seminars (as popularly <call
to some hot issues of the past and present. Even at that time there
wer e S ome passionate odocumenterso of
intel  ectual resistance. Hi storian M kIl - s
on the past decades of Hungarian academic institutes, in which he also
underlined the importance of the fact, that a relative autonomy here or
there could be successfully preserved due to t he hidden ongoing effect
of the 1956 revolution. (Released from prison in the early 1960s, many
of the ex -faculty, who had been engaged in the revolutionary events,
managed to find asylum in some less controlled academic research

institutes.) Another dissi dent , phil osopher Gy°rgy E
analysis of the communi st partyds ideol
restrain free research and open scientific debates 29, Literary editor
Ferenc KSszeg i n 8 itted iea 1985 corelddessta thed y
statement, that oOcensorship today stri ke

much more, than belletristic ones, and controls abstract ideas more

strictly, than empiric fact findings.é Although the of
equally true in some cases (see the banned documentary films or

unpublished findings of researches on poverty, corruption, or

di scrimination against the gypsies, et c.
comparison he r e : 0The findings of a sociograp
which drinking -water is infectious in a good number of villages, and

the authorities do not seem to bother about it, are able more likely to

shake the trust of the average readers d in fact all norm al human
beings 9 in the blissful prophecy of Marxism -Leninism, than the simple
statement , t hat t heses of Engel s on odi

banal, or with no sense at all. Yet the former study can be published,
and the later cannot, since censors  hip above philosophical publications
are still guarding and protecting the Doctrine, that nobody takes
seriously any |l onger. o
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Censaorial control right from the Communist take over of 1948 was

also extended to the literary and intellectual heritage of the ¢ ountry.

Sometimes just a few words or names were changed, lines were omitted

for oideologicalo reasons, i n ot her case
memoirs or poems were |left out from athe ¢
and 20th century national classics. This shameful ongoing practice of

the Stalinist censorship challenged many independent -minded authors

and editors to make systematic document at
abusesd and to make them public either in
regul ar o r semirfails.y The gniost dedicated defenders of

Hungarian classics fallen victims of posthumus  censorship, were

M8t y§8s Domokos, L&8szlI - Sz°r®nyi, P®t er Ba
Ferenc KSszeg. As a result by the early 19
national classics from the hands of the communist censors became a

kind of intellectual fashion, und er the ironic term of 0d e
Thispseudo -sci enti fic word, a witty invention o
time young literary historian, reflected to the late medieval practice of

the French Jesuites, who systematically censored the works of antique

authors for the use of the Dauphin, the young heir to the throne daad

usu Delphinio. As Sz°r®nyi concludes in a

all readers in the communist countries willing or nilling became French
heirs to the throne!d
Occasional scandals of state -controlled culture strikingly became
public, when some issues of literary or cultural periodicals were
confiscated, and their disobedient editors were suddenly replaced.
Founding editor of samizdat Besz,® §8§ndor Szil 8§gyi ana
number of such cases from 19606s to ear3bhy 19800s
describing censorial conflicts of such distinguished monthlies, like
Moz g - Will8wk u,IKtoYrt @& rog rrd&d Ti s z.alheScpntrolling

mechanism of papers and periodicals were over -insured and hig hly
bureaucratic. Apart from the oOownerd (in r
the Party or a state organisation) the National Information Office

(T8 ®koztat 8si Hi vatal) and a speci al d
Commi ttee was also in chasfgendtoi awvod,d et i

by time they could not prevent them.

These cases were also raised and passionately debated at the
general assemblies of Hungarian Writers Association during the 1980s
as one of the main issues of ocollective
Small wonder, since such periodicals traditionally had a high
reputation as well as a special mission in forming intellectual and
public life of the country, besides the one and only literary weekly ever
since 1957the £1 et ®s [(Lifecaddd itemton re), mostly read for its
critical debates, daring reports and interviews. The loudest of all these
scandals was no doubt the replacement of the young and radical
editorial staff of the Mo z g -  YMoving Word ) in 1983. By that time it
was an open secret t hat this highly popular periodical had been taken
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over by a new generation of authors and editors and engaged in a
permanent conflict with some party apparatchiks and censorial bodies.
The stubborn editors, who felt, with an ironic Marxist revolutionary

self-definition, they o0could |l ose nothi

to refuse all informal instructions from above, and turned for support
openly to the public. As a challenging precedent they also insisted on
receiving a detailed list of all banned authors and works from the
censorial bodies, a demand that made them even more infuriated. In
order to save the periodical and its editors a large and semi -
spontaneous solidarity campaign was launched. Protest letters were
sent, public debates were held an d demonstrations organised at
Budapest universities A all in vain, the editorial staff finally had to
leave. Anyway, it provided a promising precedent, that public protest
could gain massive support, as a sign that state censorship would not

last too long. 32

The last Communist press laws

When Ferenc DeS§8k, the great 19t h
spiritus rector of the Austrian -Hungarian Compromise of 1867 was
asked what the new press laws should include, he would allegedly
answer: O0Two iMeverd $s ed @l y

Indeed, the last Communist press laws of 1986 included a few
hundred times more words in their lengthy paragraphs, which in itself
provide a good reason to suspect about their real intentions. In fact,
the act came into force in April 1986 (few mont hs after the Budapest
Cultural Forum had finished) for the first read seems to be a strange
mixture of liberal principles and prolonged censorial safeguards
inspired by both the democratic critiques from the West and

ng

b

cent

Gorbachevds new campangynd.f oA dltassenspaaei

text however may help to see which of these held greater impact on the
Hungarian Act 2. 1986.

The preambl e sol emnly decl ares that

Hungarian Peopleds Republic guarantees f

have the right to publish their ideas and their artistic works by the
press, unless these do not trespass the constitutional order of

Hungarian Peoplebds Republic. To insure

Hungarian Parliament hereby creates an act as follo ws é 0

In fact, the first novelty was that it was a proper act brought by the
Parliament as opposed to its antecedents: the government decrees of
1959 and 1975 were simply issued to regulate and control the press.
This was well in line with the general tende ncy of the late Communist
rule to reinforce the traditional legislative role of the Parliament, which
on the other hand, was demonstratively loyal to the one -party regime
and far from being democratically elected.

There were some other new and positive ele  ments too in the Act 2.
1986 . I't also declared that OPublic

f

nf
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rights, justify crimes committed against mankind, incite to war or
generate hatred against other peoples, as it may not support

chauvinism and negative discriminati on either on ethnic, national or
religious, and sexpailntgroundThe Ased3ction of
publ i c information serviceod also includes

which envisaged a more democratic control
authorities, busi ness companies, social and political organisations are

supposed to help the authentic, accurate and fast public information

service (&) by providing the press with
enquiriepodn{Al4) I tem: OThef queanavgheut may r ep
the consent of the relevant bodies i any public sessions of the state

authorities, business companies, social and political organisations as

wel | as their speci al committees and the
There are a number of progressive element s too among the
0Journalistsd rights pomtsd -49, wlandi a¢ sedst a( A 11
promise for the near future, that local radio and television channels

could also be | aunpmihé&ld | egally. (A 9

One may rightful | yi adlsag i thréehoy e yedrseah

ardent fights for free publicity were need
Act may help to answer this question, S |
det afid sddbeep knowl edge, that Communi-st cens

wor kerso6 never ne g lthe manepdle right of the statedii a | |

fact the Party) to have direct control above the three radio and two

television channels of the country was not the least changed by the

new press laws, neither the monopoly right of controlling the one and

only Hungari an News Agency (MTI ). Furthermore, é
opress productsd6 could be produced and pub
local studios could be launched after previous permission had been

given by the relevant authorities (the Ministry of Culture, th e

Informational Office, local state bodies, etc), which might refuse to do

so by a number of excuse the Act readily offered them. In the long -

established corporative spirit of state socialism private persons were

not allowed at all to launch a newspaper or periodical, only state

bodi es, state companies, and redntXktered o
The heads of publishers, editorial staffs, and the printing houses were

obliged by strict regulations to provide full documentation on a

permanent basis for the  authorities, and the public attorney, the police,

and the court was given extensive rights to withdraw & permission, to
ban,and con f i scate Opress @b Howetes the mogtA 1 4
powerful censorial safeguards fi in fact a legion of tiny little devil si

were hidden among the details of the enacting clauses issued by the
government (12/1986). According to these the new Act came into force
by half a year later, only so that the state apparatus at all levels could
get prepared for the dazzling new age of  freedom of the press.

There were no public debates on the press laws and they went
through the smooth machinery of the Communist Parliament without a
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counter vot e. It was a typical orefor
ambivalent effort to make censorial control more Ostreamlineod.
was soon superseded by the drive of radical changes.
Rebels in the Hungarian Writers® Associ
Among the number of scandalous conflicts the debates of two
Gener al Assemblies of the Hungarian Writ

a special importance: the one was held in December 1981, and the
other one in late 1986 o thirty years after the 1956 revolution.
However, these legendary episodes of rebelling writers of the 1980s still
remained in ma ny details 0 p uhke lonetme my st e
censorship and the fact, that most of the primary documents have
since vanished. 33 Had these hot debates not been published in those
days in samizdat ( B e s z)®t i$tamizdat ( Gazette Litteraire Hongroise
of Paris, and the Radio Free Europe ) hardly more than a few scattered
pieces of memoirs would have been the only testimonies decades after.
One of them is Far ewel | t o the WrbyerGyd® r 49 s
Konr 8d, which may bring back the siniste
0 T w e ffite years passed [since the autumn of 1956], and | did not
have muchtodo wi th the Hungarian Writerso As

went to see its General Assembly held on the 12th and 13th December
1981. On behalf of the Communist Party, or as it was commonly called
in those days: 6t he Power 6, it was Gy°°rg

with a somewhat threatening tone, but in the break he seemed to
neglect all the neutral and flatteri ng participants gathered around him,

and came to the three of us, his main o
Cso-ri, Il stvs8&n E°rsi and me, to have som
We received the news on that very day, that marshal law had been
introduced in Poland. The dir  ty job had been done in Hungary in 1956

by the Soviet Ar my , was done in Poland
under Gener al Jaruzel skids command. We f

the whole session of the General Assembly was dominated by the

murmur of private di scussions. Some participants here or there

gathered around small radio sets to listen to the Hungarian Broadcast

of Radio Free Europe. In fact, the high rank party apparatchiks seemed

to feel as unsafe as the writers themselves, who were not fond of tank

noi se and the early morning commandos sel
In such circumstances, one may ask if there were any protests or

real debates on the agenda of the General Assembly of 1981. In fact, on

the 12th December, just a day before the Polish military c oup, there

were some. |t wa s |l stveE&n ( E°rsi, wh o

administrative means ai med t o restrict

about secretly circulated prohibition lists, of which nobody dares to

take personal responsibility, and instead of this shameful practice he

rather proposed to let legally defined, overt censorship be introduced.

Many must have felt silent sympathy for those who were present, yet
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the provoking proposal failed to gain support from other speakers. The
only reaction wa s that of the editor -in-chiefof £1 et ®s (theortal om
and only literary weekly), who shouted cynically that he was ready to

blue-penci | E°rsi ds writings any ti me, sin
experience in that job. Apart from this intermezzo the most ra dical
signs of writers?©d resistance were i mit e«

aimed to change the Chart of the Association, and the electoral

procedure of the Board somewhat more democratically. (In fact, many

of the Partyds candidates dvleyrdissenters) voted a
The second day, 13 December, was overshadowed by the fresh news

from Pol and, as wa s recall ed by Konr 8d&s
anxious speakers warned their intransigent
the Power by their disobedience to the p  oint of the tragic conflict of

1956 or a military dictatorship, which woud

no protest against the Polish military coup, and no solidarity with the
Polish writers was declared by the Assembly. 35
But here we cannot proceed without be ing reminded however briefly
of the major role Hungarian writers played in 1956. As it is known,
many of them took an active part in public events before, during, and
after the revolution, and the Writersd Ass
thelaststto nghol d of national democratic resist
death literature and public life was supposed to serve Communist
propaganda under the direct control of the Party and the Hungarian

division of the KGB. However, during the first government of Imr e Nagy

a number of prominent writers and poets fisuch as Tibor D®ry,
11 y®s, LSrinc Szab-, ¢ron Trabedgs io, and |
publ i sh their wor ks again. The Writers?d
regained its autonomy, and along with the Pet Sf iand ke rirodalmi

Ej s Bagame the most influential forum of public debates. During the

othirteen days that shook the Kremlind wr

hearted support with the revolution in all means: they published poems
and articles in the free press, t urned to the world public to aid
Hungary, took part in a number of peaceful demonstrations, and kept
live contact with revolutionary bodies, students and workers, freedom
fighters and the founders of new parties, thus helping to shape a
nationwide unity of  all democratic forces. Even well after the Soviet
invasion of 4 November, writers remained demonstratively loyal to the

revolution A in the darkest days of terror and misery, in a half -ruined

country. This high spirited patriotism and deep engagement to

democr atic ideas was felt in the Il ast fre
Association held on 28 December 1956. Especially in its solemn

decl aration of OTrouble and Trust 6, a text
Tam8si, whi ch may read as a meotroé & and p

crushed revolution. 36 Two weeks later massive arrests started among
writers as well and the Association was forcibly dissolved.
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It took three years to break the silent resistance of the writers and
torestart ifas part of K§8d§rfdtlse ocpoancsi of liieddadt iAosns o ¢
But it also speaks for itself, that it took three decades for the writers to
revolt again overtly and the Communist regime to confront them by
force. This more than symbolic conflict happened in late 1986, exactly
thirty years after the Hungarian revolution at the General Assembly of
Writersd Association. I n fact the minute
were denied the right to be published by the Minister of Culture A and
later all vanished, just like the minutes of the 1981 Assembl y. Thus,
one can only have some idea on what were the main issues on the
agenda by reading the detailed onetime report of samizdat Besz®I| S.
Out of more than 600 members of the Association this time 444
writers were present, including the 70 members of the elected Board.
Apart from the Minister of Culture and his deputies, two secretaries of
the Central Committee of the Party attended the meeting together with
a number of powerful academics, heads of departments, publishing
houses, editorial staff, and countless lower level literary apparatchiks
(apparatchi ks) . On the other side a gr e
troops gathered f or the long -awaited clash supported by a mighty
crowd of lone heroes ready to join them, if needed.
In fact it was rather a picturesque political battle than a decent

di scussion of distinguished men of | ette
last five yearscan not h ap p e nm Seceetary of €entral Committee,

J8nos Berecz, K8d8rds secret nomi nee as
speech in a threatening tone. This was probably the first and the last

statement, that all who were present could fully agree on fi though w ith

highly different implications. The speaker must have meant, that the

Party would no longer tolerate disobedience, that the majority of the

Board and other dissenters overtly oppose official measures, protest

against censorial excesses, sign provoking p  etitions, commemorate

1956, and gi ve intervi ews t o oOhostile |
Europe. Most of the writers however felt, that arbitrary control of

politicians above them and the society was not to be prolonged

endlessly. As the most popular spea  ker s : Mi kl - s M®sz°|y,

|l stv8&n E°rsi, and | stvs8§n Cwudkacangeadu
was over, and the country was faced a deepening crisis. Thus,

politicians accused writers of intervening in politics illegitimately fi and

writers accused p oliticians of intervening in literary affairs not the least
illegitimately. Both parties were ready to break, as was soon
demonstrated by a number of events.

As a final act of the second day, a new Board was elected with a
striking dominance of the radical s and with hardly any Party members.
In response, some two dozen of otherwise high -positioned members i
including B®I a Kepeczi, t he Mifister
demonstratively left the Association and began to form their counter -
organisation. State finance o f the o0old onedé6 was sens
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rumours spread about its imminent dissolution. The counter -campaign
was supported by oOgassizdaté (the gover nme
a few weeks, and, in the end, less then 5 % of all members left only. It
prov ed to be a further loss of prestige of the Communist cultural policy
not without some comic elements of deeply offended high -rank
apparatsiks (apparatchiks). After all, who could protect an almost
omnipotent, but highly ungifted minister against himself?
KpaTtTkaa aHHOTauwunsd

Bena HosBe
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22 Apart fro m detailed agent reports, full sound records secretly made by the

police also remained, as it was recently found by the Kenedi Committee, that

was comissioned survey all the unpublished documents of the Communist

secret services.

2 AB H2r mbdoss#M: P. 1010.

2 AB H2r mbossd5-(October -November). P. 3 d4.

2 B®l a Ku n-1938) wad the leader of Hungarian Commun of 1919, later he

fled for t he Soviet Uni on, where he fell a v
monograph referred by Ti motglyy BGarstS§mryi Ash bwak @y
Kun B®I a

26 Timothy Garton Ash , 0 The Hungar The NewlYerls Regiew®df Books ,

December 5, 1985. On the media response in connection with the counter -

forum, see Open Society Archive, Budapest, HU OSA 318 -0-5; Records of th e

International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights: Project files: Cultural

Forum. Budapest, Press Clippings. Box 2, folder 3.

27 Mink A. Op. cit. P. 66.

d Edi

28 Szabo M. I n: ed. Ervin Csizmadia: A magyar demol
1988. (The Hungarian Democra tic Opposition, 1968 -198 8 ) , Vol . 3. I nter]
75-77.

2 BenceG.Cenz%r §zott ®s alternat?2v k°zl ®si l ehet »s
Besz8&8mol - a budapesti Kul tur8lis F-rum al kal m§
Hungary in the censored and alternative cultu re. A status report for the

Budapest Cul tur al Forum.) AB2HH2r mond- 1985/ 4. p|
0 KSszegKPFm.yvkiad:i cenz%ra Magyarorsz8gon (Cel

publishing in Hungary.) Be§z®£ls"$,zki ad8s (Collected Edition)
1984), Budapest: AB Beslz® Ki ad - R.2322482 .

3 Szil 8gWi fSszerkeszt»ket I e | enhGhief Cang8Het ani é ( E
Replaced, Behsuzt@®)xSs,zki ad§s (Collected &@#)iion), \%
Budapest: AB 8Be s z ®1 S Ki aPd157-158.9 9 2 .

32 About the full story of Mozg - Vil 8g see the de |l ed documen

tai
by Gy°rgy N®met h: A Mozg: --19BB8§g(Thet ®he®trg, oI 9 N
Vil 8§g) Ej Palatinus, Budapest 2002.



101

33 Apart from the detailed minutes of General Assemblies held in late 1956 and

1989 no documents we re left behind either in the home archive of the Writers

Association or in the holdings of the National Archives (MOL). The last official

papers, letters, etc. passed to the National Archives are dated as early as 1973.

34 Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 2 1. March 2004.

35 For further details see the onetime report
Gy°rgy Dalos, publ iBeledspisnlod2ami Bdar®l S Col |l ec
Edition , vol 1. P. 114 -115.

36 The full text of minutes of General Assembly December 19 56 was published in )
Hungari an first in sami zdat : aA Magyar Cr -
kozgyUl ®seo, AB F¢ggetlen Kiad:-, Budapest, 1

titte alsointheissueofl -2/ 1989 of the periodical Literat
7 Ko zgyUl @k€nrzg®PBl ®s ut&§n (The AssemiBegpza@ahf, t
¥sszkiads§s (Collected Edl987); Budagpest: ABo dB.e s £ ®1 S( 1 ¢
Kiad-, PL®28-7239.



102

Anna G. Piotrowska
World Music as an alternative form of music making

Under a broad definition of World Music a survey of various musical

traditions from differen t regions and peoples of the world is often

under stood. The phenomenon of music is un

unequivocally of al l the arts, [ €] a soci

and does evoke strong % lmthisendasitandmgod ent i ment

World Music, it encompasses for example both Georgian traditional

music or Gypsy music but also so called Polish music, Romanian

music, Cuban music and so on, gaining nowadays popularity under

the file World Music.  Several authors argue that the category World

Music is such a symptomatic notion of the contemporary times, that

they of ten use it i n rel ation wi t h ot her

6deterritorializationd or Odcultural imper.i
As an alternative kind of perceiving, creating and above all

describi ng music 8 World Music quickly became a powerful label of a

niche & market. As an outcome of the ongoing institutionalisation of the

World Music market, the creation of a new system of reference

appeared, where diverse musical products, seldom if ever comp ared to

each other in the past, were now gathered and became fungible with

each other as parts of the same segment of consumption. In other

words as Michael Church once observed World Music become a

commodity odefined by2what sells in shopsbé
Alternative ness of World Music phenomenon is also hidden in the

fact that the term excludes some of the music productions

musicologists are most familiar with (like Western classical music or

pop). Paradoxically it may even seem that the only real denominator of

the World Music category is the fact that musicologists are not

particularly interested in investigating it. Indeed, World Music as a

phenomenon includes so many musical traditions and new hybrids

that the category itself almost makes no sense at all. Moreover , in

practical terms World Music does not exist as a musical genre with any

kind of inherent or stylistic unity .3 The only common feature of the

products placed under this label g relates to the understanding of what

they do not represent, e.g. not being t he mainstream classical or

popular music of the West. And yet, despite the negative definition of

the World Music ethnomusicologists use this term quite willingly and

try to define it in a number of ways.

The relevance of discussing World Music as a field seems to be
justified by the fact that this term was coined and first became to
circul ate among oOacademics in t he early

promote the study o f4 Imhbescontemporarg contextr si t y 0
an oriental or faraway  other music & opposed to the elitist notions of
Western art music 0 are still celebrated alluding to the 19 th century
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Western European fascination with the exoticism. As Timothy Brennen
suggest s: 0ln the countries of Europe a
what hearing music f rom other parts of the world must be, the only we
can make of it: namely, not a specific form of music (symphonic,
choral, written, improvised, rural, or ritual) but a place of music o the
music of ever.y@ohsequently¢hk sagory of World Musi c
is often understood as opening up the horizons and enabling to
understand diversity (often o6hybridd, or
European point of view.
For scholars and consumers alike living in metropolitan centres the
category of World Music  represents the cultural dynamics of the
globalised world when spatial motion or traveling are redundant in
order to experience the cultural difference or the local taste of music.
Expressive cultures, no longer associated with a given terrain, impose
new e xpectations found also in the social scientific discourses on World
Music. James Ferguson notes in his essay on the transnational politics
of Cuban music that Operipheral cul ture:
can begin to use the forces of globalization and transnational activity to
develop intellectual capital (...), negotiate modernization, and build
relationships in which they are at least a partner, if not a dominant
pl ayéer 6
Situated between the local and the global World Music operates as a
channel  enabling better understanding of different cultures,
transforming at the same time the act of tolerating or perhaps
appreciating otherness in music into specific goods, ready to be
acquired, even simply purchased like any other consumption goods.
However, the assumption here underlines the existence of the mediated
nature of World Music as revealed in the direct connection between the
available musical products & defined as World Music 8 and their social
and cultural backgrounds. The widespread consumption of World
Music CDs continues the imperial fascination with exoticism and in
fact could be called a new wave of cultural imperialism. The central
position of one <culture over Operipher:
involvement in the project entitled Worl d Music, in which, although not
by a very definition, the changing trends as well as releasing and
distributing albums are organized in and by Western corporations to
the tastes of the Western public 7. Hence some authors claim that World
Music stands for n ot hi ng el se but a form of 0
mul ticulturalismd promoting O6ddanceddfbl e e
not ignoring @ at least banalising differences .8 As John Blacking points
out many peopleds experiences of ot her
derived entirely from such contexts as festivals, municipal picnics or

occasionally encountered CDs entailing
First, the music that is presented is not truly representative of the
tradition that is advertised; and secondly, bec ause of the context, the

aims of musical exchange and mutuadl unde
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Sense of place

Some authors argue that omusi c Wijandf or ms o
even that oOomusic out of pl ace, we are too
music witho u t me a H.i Theyidaginary places constructed through
listening to it refer foremost to the notions of difference and social
boundaries, rather than to actual sounds and structures. Martin

Stokes argues that indeed OoOmusic ilys soci a
but largely because it provides means by which people recognize
identities and pl aces, and t he bolndari es
Indeed, World music is full of references to specific events and

happenings, moments, people and most importantly, to places , Where

cultural and social processes merge with different lifestyles and music
styles. Is is even claimed in functional theory that one of the most
important functions of music is in fact to provide people with a sense of
place or with a sense of identity .13 Some authors 14 point out that place
and placeness (i.e. constructing the idea of a place) are part of the
same process. The process of adjusting the music with a place is
burdened with social conceptualisations of the imaginary properties
attributed to a  given place by outsiders and, as Sara Cohen says, is

additionally probl emati sed in a globalis
globalisation of cultural forms has been accompanied by a localisation
of cultural identity and claims to authenticity, resulting in a ten sion or

di alectic betweensthe two trendso

It is often claimed that globalization carries strong tendencies
toward homogenization, i.e. a notion of dominant media cultures and
forms of expression, which locals try to copy or adapt themselves to.
On the ot her hand, one might also recognize a distinct process of
heterogeneity, where local musicians are making efforts to situate or
signify upon global meaning in local context. For example a very
specific genre of popular music was composed in transitional soc iety of
a western Balcan state, adopting old folk traditions and mixing them
with modern arranegements. The so called newly -composed folk music
played an extreme ly importnat so cial role: it originated in the mid -
twentieth century in the republics of ex -Yugoslavia during the period of
swift urbanization and industrialization of undeveloped countries with
a majority of rural population. This process caused migration to the
cites from many rural areas. In Bosnia and Herzegovina those
migrations intensified, = because of the conflicts during the 1990s. After
a period of socialistic cultural policy, the country was going through a
period of transition towards capitalism, continuing with even more
curious cultural policy, with support of commercial mass culture wh ile
neglecting the core of cultural progress 0 literacy and education. In
these conditions, the basic system of values has changed. In this
society with strong patriarchal mentality and growing poverty in all
social layers, especially, less educated and un employed populations,
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media culture offered the newly  -composed folk music as a way to forget
everyday reality.

Another example of the of heterogeneity illustrating the mediating
nature of World Music is appropriation of rap outside of the United
States en tailing engendering local interpretations that are no longer
reliant on African -American origins. Furthermore, as the genre
disseminates globally, the lyrics are affected by the local and the
narratives cease to be longer exclusive to the African American domain.
Regional offshoots make use of the music style as a vehicle of
amplifying their own discourses and experiences. Rap music with its
explicit emphasis on constructing local identities is simultaneously
deeply rooted in a broader concept of hip dhop c ulture, remaining the
part and parcel of the phenomenon alongside the break dance or
graffiti. On one hand according to some authors ( Russell A. Potter) rap
i s al | about owher e I dm fromé (whi ch
demographic connections preferring the black communities as the only
valid localities), and yet due to an immense process of dispersal rap
has become (to wuse Tony Mi GlobaleNoitedaf e x p |
contemporary culture .16

Regional traditions abound with musical diversity on one hand, and
on the other interrelate with a number of other music making
traditions, heavily influenced also improvising practices. In the
globalisalised world the conceptualization of musical culture assigned
to a given region can be expressed in a variety of differ ent ways
depending on the public, social situation, actual performance, etc. As

Peter Max Baumann aptly observes, in fac
is made can be differentiated from the (trans)region, which is
represented symbol i call.lSych {misy-iotergdiatomu s i c 6

is, however, justified by the presence of the unifying category of World

Music enabling not only these cross  -fertilization practices but also
leaving the margin for negotiation the comprehension of what regional

music is. Music that  is supposed to inform about the sense of place is
being actualised in a single act of perception of an individual carrying

his/her own anticipations and imaginations concerning the musical

culture and its signifiers dependent on a number of factors such a s the
background of the listener, his/her education, knowledge of a given
culture, etc.

The dilemma lies in the fact that musical practices associated with a
given place by the outside audience does not necessarily rally with the
expectations and the anti cipations awaken by external sources. The
distortion might in consequence produce unbalanced and in fact
untrue picture of the interpreted reality. As Josep Marti claims the
reasons for this may reside in ideologized ethnic interpretations or in
conceptual categories that unconsciously are also deeply impacted by
ethnic ideologies 18. As a result of fulfilling the expectations forwarded
by listeners towards music the musicians are more and more prone to
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produce music that possess less and less fixed character istics of its
true identity and is to a far less degree recognized by a number of
certain definable properties. In this sense music stands so often for a
wide range of various practices with externally attributed meanings,
with in fact ofewcsalghyfiebhaeavaontr p®Hints of
The very term World Music is exactly because of that among the
objects of the contestations providing the issues of research and
reflection on the power relations between those who are categorizing
different musi cal cultures under the unifying label and those who are
categorized under this tag. Fel d wr ot e t
meaning of sonic heterogeneity and homogeneity precisely parallel
other tensions that characterize global processes of separation and
mixing, with an emphasis on stylistic genericization, hybridization and
revit al 2. zaingioo heé own research Jocelyne Guilbault notes
that ocreolisation has acquired a new stat
upon and ascribed pejorative connotations as a result of colonialism,
but now it is considered d at least by a large portion of the local
Caribbean populations & as positive, a sign of health and growth, and
an openness t2 the worl dbo
This directly refers to the question of progressing and actualis ation
of folk music and the issue whether the arrival of World Music means
the death of folklore or simply marks a new phase of its life.

Old-New Dichotomy
Successful mi xture of ©6o0oldé6 and 6énewd, pl
the potential for cultural tra nslations instead of merely reproducing
local and traditional patterns. World Music is supposed to be powerful
and persuasive enough for the international audience as negotiated
within the boundaries of inserting pop elements, rhythmical beats, etc.,
while at the same time the performers are said to be recognized as
clinging t o 6traditioné t he way hi s/ her
contemporaries would understand it. T he border between traditional
and modern is a thin one proving to be one of the most difficult
moments. Striving to balance between traditionality and modernity is
closely connected with avoiding the accusation of shame of not being
able to perform traditionally, or as it should be done. Sometimes two

contradictory cultural explanations of the adapt ed strategy can co -exist
at the same time .22

On one hand the very ideas of 6tradition
obvious resources of the musical activities, defined in terms of
6medi ati ond or O6rearrangement d. One of the
concepts have been challenged is related to the notion of authenticity
as linked with tradition. On the other modernity is often equated not
with progress itself, but rather with Westernization. Yet Westernization
of other musical cultures can hardly be treated as an emanation of

modernity. In fact this process started long ago, e.g. i n Turkey in 1797
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when Sultan Selim 1l established an Italian -style opera house and in
Iran in 1862, with an introduction of a band playing polkas and
wal t Beso
Nevertheless, o ften traditional musical forms are perceived by the
performers as archaic and antiquated. The drive to adapt them to
Western paradigms produces the hybridization of forms some scholars
believe are slowly, but surely depriving the traditional heritage and
claim that Western culture imposing in an act of new imperialism
encampassed in a trend called World Music the Westernized standards
put the traditional musical styles on the verge of extinction. However, it
is worth rememebring what Gia Baghashvili once obser ved, namely
that oin fol kIl or eto-@ateetmeynénhas wejl ad the old.p
Mor eover, although the very notion-s of
known and valuable for folklore studies, folklore is not aware of them
and so it does not take them into consideration. Everything is up  -to-
date for folklore and conseq#ently every
It is crucial for both performers of hybrid or mixed musical products
to identify the ways in which their music interprets and adapts
different expressive infl uences considered modern and finds their way
into their own music making. Creation of space for self -formulation and
representation of own ethnicity or nationality as well as social position
is one of the main features of music making understood as a socia I
practice. Music is then burdened with meanings and messages
otherwise impossible to convey by any other medium. For Alfred Schutz
this trait of music making marks its pre -communicative 6 mi
tuning -i n relationshipd: ol t i s prenci sel
relationship by which the >>I<< and the >>Thou<< are experienced by
both participants as a >>2%deca stylemarevi vi d
presented to the |listeners as a kind of
constructing truth and authenticity on one hand and models of those
truths and authenti®ities on the othero
The transformation of space and social relations outside their
specific spheres and occasions provide with complicated meanings,
altering the understanding of the authenticity and despite the fact that
operformances of traditional musi c ar e
cultural bunfights, folklore festivals, and political jamborees in which
various exotic musics, dances and associated arts are dished up for the
promotion of national or ethnic caus2s6
World Music as a very broad category defined in a number of ways
creates a cultural niche for music making suspended between the
global and the local with all entailing consequences (the old d new
dichotomy, the sense of place, the sense of authe nticity, etc) and as
such reveals its mediating nature caring both for folk music
(understood as an emanation of locality) and popular music (often
equated with commoditised forces of global market). At the very same
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time escaping an immediate and radical definition the phenomenon of
World Music seems to create the place for alternative music making.
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Ksenia Polouektova

Touristasa Faux Voyageur *?
Notes on the Comparative Semiotics of Travel and
Tourism

oWe're not tourists, we're travelers.

80h. What's the difference?

dTourists are people who think about going home the minute they
arrive, whereas travelers may not come back at all.

Bernardo Bertolucci, ShelteringSky ( aft er Paul Bowl es6109

My dreams are run -of-the-mill. Like all of the inhabit ants of Western
Europe, | want to travel. There are problems with that, of course: the
language barrier, poorly organized public transport, the risk of being
robbed or conned. To put it more bluntly, what | really want, basically, is
to be a tourist.

Mic hel Houllebecq, Platform (1999)
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I'n his 1981 essay o0Of An Apocalyptic To
Philosophy, 6 Jacques Derrida compiles a | e
ends that the ©6éendistdé discourse in social

written offctds ob-xkdslean . & Endzeitstimmung,

lampooned by Derrida, had already proclaimed the end of history,

ideology, philosophy, humanism, modernity, -0the end of the sul
the end of ma n , the end of the West, t he
litera ture, the end of painting, art as a thing of the past, the end of the

past, the end of psychoanalysis, the end of the university, the end of

phall ocentrism and the phall ol odg.oloigentri sm,
apocalyptic ethos is by no means new and date s back to the early

1950s i the post -war era of political and ideological disenchantment

that fostered skepticism towards grand cultural ideals. Although

Derrida makes no mention of travel, it could well have been another

item on his list. From Levi -Strauss to Susan Sontag, Daniel Boorstin,

and Paul Fussell, oOthe end to journeyingéd
least half a century now. 2 Yet not only does travel as an idea and

practice show no signs of disappearing (on its evolution, more in a

moment), butt he spatial metaphors associated with it have made their

way into the vast body of works in contemporary critical thinking.

Ter ms i ke odeterritorialization, o obord
crossingo6, oexiled, odispl acemenariegsofand ol
ocenterd versus operipheryd and Ohomed v
routinely employed in literary theory, psychoanalysis, and cultural

criticism, i.e. in discourses on the (post)modern condition.

The last decade has seen a manifest growth in the output of critical
writing that seeks to rework conventional categories, in which travel
and its teling are generally couched. If age -old Euro -centric,

imperialist, male -dominated and overtly elitist travel is indeed dead as

some critics assert it to be, what comes in its stead is a reinvented,

more inclusive discourse that feeds into proliferating cross -disciplinary
cultural studies. Scholars and writers such as James Clifford, Ronald

Wright, Paul Theroux, Jan Morris, Caren Kaplan and Charles

Forsdick 3, conclude that contemporary travel has come to encompass a

more diverse range of spatial, social and cultural practices, than was
previously held common. Increased awareness of determinants of

gender, class, culture, race and psychology have important

impli cations for reinventing the field. Yet some cultural critics have
seized on the apocalyptic procl amations C
tourism as its postmodern, vulgarized heir: and the tourist as faux
voyageur (Urbaine, 1986; Boorstin, 1964; Fussel, 1980; Buzard, 1993;
McCannel, 1999, etc.). In what follows, | suggest a comparative

analysis of the semiotics of travel and tourism, highlighting continuities

and discontinuities between modernity and post -modernity. Following
Derridads anal ysi s t mdds dedimedinsptade ot ha
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transformation in the humanitiesd discip
inquiry, 1 am prompted to ask: What is at stake in proclaiming the
death of travel?

*kk

An obvious way of contrasting travel and tourism is suggested by

the very etymology of both ter ms. The En(
from the French otravail 6, whi ch means
otormedhée word-i ottdutt hat gained wi de c
beginning of the nineteenth century was originally de rived from the

Lati n 0 tdoarpaiucé dompasses or any other tools describing a
circle. The semantic difference presents travel as a form of active and
often strenuous work and adventure, while tourism represents leisure

and passivity 0 a simulated and 0st agedd6 experience. Da
the author of the seminal essay on the
Tourist: The Lost Art of Travel 6, explai

The traveler - [ é] was wor king at somet hing;
pleasure -seeker. The travele r was active; he went strenuously in search
of people, of adventure, of experience. The tourist is passive; he (sic!)
expects interesting things to-sheaedgmagm.t d é
He expects everything to be done to him and for him. The foreign travel
ceased to be an activity 8 an experience, an undertaking 8 and instead
became a commodity. S

The advent of modern tourism is intrinsically linked to the
technological progress that made long -distance travel both more
accessible (by railroads, s teamers, etc.) and less physically tolling than
earlier forms of travel such as horse -back and coaches, thereby
opening up opportunities for the rising middle classes to travel fast and
far across Europe and North America. The historical context of the
bir th of mass tourism is crucial for the unfolding discussion inasmuch
as the cultural and economic implications of European
industrialization and attendant bureaucratization of social relations

inform both the modernist and post -modernist critiques of touris  m and
travel.

The pioneer of the modern tourist industry, Thomas Cook (1808 o}
1892), mar ket ed hi glplax kzagedd olgluedled t o

spared tourists the inconveniences and perils of life on the road by

providing guides, hotel rooms, food, protec tion, etc. at a price of taking

over the initiative and minimizing hazards d i.e. adventurousness of the
experience. Todayods tourists who travel
essence of travel itself 0 having a sense of movement through space.

They do not experience the gradual progression through a landscape

that makes palpable the differences between visited places, and implies

both an investment of certain physical effort and personal engagement
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with the human realities of foreign lands. Instead, neutra | airport
spaces --- uniform transit zones that precede and follow the trip o]
subtract the physicality of space from the economy of travel (replacing

it with time), transforming the sense of arrival and departure
experienced by travel on train, on horsebac k or by ship.

The essence of the tourist adventure, its effortlessness,
controllability and predictability is pointed out by Zygmunt Bauman,
who stressed that o[t]he tourists want t o
strange and bizarre element, on condition, thou gh, that it will not stick
to their skin and thus can be sbhlakien of f v
neo-Weberian analysis of contemporary mass culture, George Ritzer

has coined the term oOMcDonaldizationbo, con
standardization of mo dern experience increasingly geared toward
ensuring opredictability frAocordmymdaupl ace t o

Theroux, a traveler and travel author himself, increasing global

homogenization has turned contemporary traveling and tourism into a

comfortabl e and secure version of beRlusg at ho
Sunshine; India is Home -Plus-Servants; Africa is Home -Plus-

Elephants -and-Lions; Ecuador is Home -Plus-Vol canoes, Id et c.

Mi chel angel o Ant oni o nHrolession:f Raparters Jafki | m
Nicholso n 6 s character, David Locke, di scusse:c
globetrotter, on business in Africa, registering the same sense of

di sappointment at the disappearance of the
waning chances to be surprised by the unfamiliar:

OHowabout Umbugbene? | bet youdve never bece
oNo.
dTerrible place. Airports, taxi, hotel. They are all the same in the
end.
al do not agree. ltds us who remain the
experience into the same old codes. We just condition ours elves.
OMWedre creatures of habi t; thatds what y 0

dSomething like that.

If traveling is no longer an encounter with genuine difference and no
longer the transformative experience it once allegedly was, then why
travel? What are the new objectives of travel pursued by contemporary
tourists and their 0 s 0 p hoi tavelers?als gaded ant ago
even possible today, or have we all collectively fallen into the condition
of tourists @ as Levi-Strauss, Fussell and Boorstin have argued, & with
no pro mise of escape? Is the anxiety over the rise of tourism and the
end of travel all that new at all?

Immediately after the first groups of tourists were sent on one of
Cookds tours across the continent, critics
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atravesty of real travel, -attacks Cook dismissedd as 0
Throughout t he nineteenth century t he
pejorative meaning, not unl i ke thdn cont
his seminal study of tourism and travel, James Buzard argues th at the
phenomenon of tourism did not acquire its derogatory connotations

gradually, through the accumulated critique of its detractors. Rather,

organized mass tourism was initially conceived of as a widely accessible

alternative to genuine travel, d an ersatz travel, a turn from the
coauthenticdé experience toward sanitized,
leisure, - an opinion that has not changed much since. 11 |ndeed,

availability of privilege through the simulation of upward mobility
continues to be both the source of anxiety for the critics of tourism, -

lay and academic alke, -and one of touri smés most €
for its many consumers. In what follows | shall argue that the staunch

dichotomy of travel versus tourism, in which the latter is identifi ed with

low-br ow popular culture and the former i:c

(bringing us back to the Derridads arti
essay), reflects on the key dilemmas of modernism: the alleged loss of

authentic, individual cultural experie nce to the democratization of
cultural experiences and facilitated social mobility. 12 |n a sense, much
of the critique of tourism (and attenda
travel 6) i s an expression of modernity

overrun by its omni present & @ tehee expanding mass
culture. 13

A character i n Murray Bail 6s novel e
sentiment toward the ubiquity of tourists:

[ Tourists]déve made a mess of everythir

They obscure anything tha t was there. They stand around, droves of
t hem, clicking wi t h their bl asted camer
what they are gawking até | usually go

tourists dpl aces that hspoilte B Btt ibte@n getting t
now w here even the size of a city or a country is no longer a defense.

You know how mobs pour in and stand around taking up room, and

asking the most l udi crous basic questior
Venice. ltds their prer ogat a wubiure sdom t t he
becomes hard to locate. The local people themselves become altered.

And of course the prices goup 14 (italics mine).

Note the characteristic phrasing. Tourists are often spoken of in
plural with the use of animal imagery , de.g. o0 fd soweakrsms 6,
odroveso, Ohordesé6, Obusl oads of 6, 0 M
betraying the elitist underpinnings of the discourse on travel and the
common anxieties of modernity associated with the rise of mass
culture. In his essay devoted to the symbol ic system of guided tours,
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O0The Blue Guide 6 , Rol and Barthes rel ates this
nineteenth -century picturesque tours inasmuch as they, too,

functi oned asavingpadjdsimanh the easy substitute for the

morally upl i tThen golif erationk af negative terms that

describe the tourist as a bogus traveler, d a faux voyageur, 0 points to
tourismds alleged inauthentici®Motenly t he | o
is the experience itself contrived and mass -produced by the

institutional force, but the touristds relationship tc
to be inauthentic as well.

The question of Oauthenticityo, one of
inevitably takes one back to Benjaminds s
Art in the Age of Mechanical Reprodu cti ono. Benjaminds disc

Othe aurad suggests that our sense of aut
the mechanical reproducibility of art and, at the same time, hopelessly

corrupted by the proliferation of copies and duplicates of the

0 or i gli. n whad is relevant to the current discussion is the role of

technology and the media in creating and disseminating not only the

effects o f daurad but authenticity itself, as
article.
Recent scholarship on the semiotics of tourism dra ws on

Benjami nian analysis of authenticity d to differentiate between a sight

and a marker within the economy of a tourist attraction. The concept of

a sight eludes naturalistic definition; it can be anything and everything:

ONapol eonds hat, amobds rbe kb, &ven- entire
statewWha&at becomes a 0sightdé is predicated,
Greenblatt, on the symbolic power of the place to generate and

transform cultural contacts into novel and often unexpected forms,

thereby accumulating it s own history of representations. The sight

itself is a repository of such representations and can be read as a

multi -layered text, the meaning of which shifts with each new

inscription (Simmel, 1950; Barthes, 1966, 1967; Stierle, 1998, etc.) The

marker is an element of discourse, a representation that defines a sight

as such and can employ any medium: guidebooks, advertisement,

plagues, postcards and other souvenir products, photographs,

informational tablets, travel writing, art and film, etc. There seems to

exist a collective consensus over which sights are worth sightseeing.

The sight retains its marker and constitutes a tourist attraction

through a twofold process of sight sacralization and ritualization of

sightseeing, both of which rest on a complex w eb of institutional and

cultural mechanisms. 19 At the core of both processes, as Roland

Barthes pointed out, is repetition, d the reaffirmation or
oenshrinedernmt 6t he sight through repeated
consumption.
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In his study of the social constru ction of tourist sights, Chris Rojek
makes an explicit connection between the marking of tourist
attractions and the privileging of the visual typical of modern culture. 20
0The conquest of t he wor |l d as picture
asserted to be the fu ndamental event of the modern age was facilitated
by technological progress, the birth of photography and cinema and a
swelling media presence. 2! Rojek shows how the construction of tourist
attractions involves the consciousrseor un
el ement s from various sources of repre
cinema, advertising, art, photography, etc, where those signs
(omarker sd) that enjoy wi der medi a cir
familiar and popularized ones. A grotesque example bri ngs the point
home: the Sc hi nd|l e roBirsthatLhiass dperated in Krakow since
1994:

Tour guides frame the history of the area in terms of set -pieces from
the film. For example, in the course of the tour one is shown the spot
O6where they c¢aulphan awap &ad shat him and he just
dropped down. & éCinematic events are di
landscape and the physical landscape is then reinterpreted in terms of
the cinematic events. Because electronically generated images are so
pre-eminent in framing our perception of territory and history, the

tourist generally has Ilittle resistance
respect, the Schi ndl e rtdus alsd illsstrates the unconscious

dragging process. éMost touriforeactudiyave 06 s
being there through the images and narr

reserve of sights in the mind of the tourist precedes the physical
exploration of the sight. 22

Obviously, by extrapolating imaginary places from the screen onto
the physica | reality of the space, the tourist is often oblivious to or
ignorant of the historical reality of the sight that inspired the film in the
first place. Rojekds example is a good i
place to attract several, & oftentimes com peting & markers that speak to
different groups of visitors and that imply a different modality of visit
(heritage tour visit, pilgrimage, picaresque sightseeing, etc.) for each of
them.

If tourism is democratized travel, then it comes as no surprise that
from its early years it developed in close tandem with photography da
practice that odemocratizes alll experie
i ma g e .60 Photography allows the tourist to take over the
competencies -bofowd ofho gis dotd documeant and
authenticate objective reality on the one hand, and on the other, to
aesthetically frame the observed object for private consumption and
appreciation. 24 At the same time, tourist photo  -taking practices lend
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themselves all too easily to the same accus  ations routinely leveled
against vocational tourism, 0 its superficiality, narcissism, inability to
engage with the external reality, and deeply internalized insecurity.

An inseparabl e medi a of touri smds cul
photography both precedes an d follows the vacation, giving it a
meaning and structure on several levels. First of all, it confers on
vocational tourism a semblance of productive activity by turning it into
a ofriendly imitation of workoé that regul a
aphotograph, a n d25 Omoevtlee trip ns. oger, photographs,
alongside souvenirs and postcards, give shape to the memories of the
trip. They authenticate and illustrate the very fact of the journey by
of fering oundi sputable evidengthat theh at t he
program was carried ou#|]taldolofers todristsnran was had.
appearance of participation in the reality they observe, however staged
and superficial their participation is. The gaze, further estranged by the
camera lens, gets in the w ay of the full -fledged, all -encompassing
sensory experience. Sightseeing, especially when accompanied by
extensive picture -t aki ng, reduces the scope of the
to all that is photogenic & the striking, the unus  ual, the sharp & while
excludi ng t he mundane and t he otrivialéd an

ounderpinningsod of whatever gets photog
foll owing the character OQlan( 1M19le)r,t OWehnadtt Oksi
of reality [the tourists armed with cameras] are seeing through th ese

instruments, what it is like looking at everything in terms of setting a

shote?6

The question is especially charged in the context of tourism in

poorer,less-devel oped countries, where tourists?©®
extreme poverty, decay and disease as essential attributes of the
oexotic.06 As Susan Sontag and Michel Fouc

are, certainly, important ethical implications in the use of lens media

and in the distanced, non -participatory, voyeuristic camera gaze that

turns reality i nto a spectacle. 28 The asymmetrical relationship of power

and control between the photographer and the photographed creep into

the picture and construct the object through such influences as the

particular position of the lens, the choice of lighting, compo sition,
inclusion/exclusion from the frame. Given a particular camera angle,

the mode of viewing the picture may express the relationship of

domination between the photographic eye and the object of the gaze. 29

Photography, stresses Sontag, always implies a certain degree of

violation; it turns things and people photographed into objects that can

be symbolically possessed, 9 doubly so if the tourist inserts him or

herself into the sight by taking an o0in f
time, photography is ess enti al |l y an -iomatretr vefnt hono, as
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photographer is interested in the status quo remaining unchanged (at
least for the duration of taking a shot):

Like sexual voyeurism, [the act of photographing] is a way of at least

tacitly, often explicitly, encouraging whatever is going on to keep on
happening. To take a picture is to have an interest in things as they are
(é), to be in complicity with oeréstingever

worth photographing & including, when that is the interest, another
personds pain ®¥r misfortune.

The touristos narci ssi sm, t hen, i s ma i
with insecurity. Played out through the compulsive taking of pictures
oin front ofdéd and oOinside ofd6 the sight
common place in t he discourse of tourism. It can be considered an
extension of the touristds urge to conf
and the concordance of the personal experience with the reputation of

the place: Ot he scenery was readhbhwat hat
pool 6, owe really could ride a camel t he
a proof of the touristds very existence,
and to visually appropriate the sight by inserting him 0 or herself into

it. Such behavior is v ulgar and imposing in the eyes of the high -brow

critics, but all too human. The taking of pictures, Susan Sontag has
convincingly argued, gives people oan i
that is wunreal, d helps them o0to take po:
are insecureo, making the foreign 3and t

In a sense, picture taking is similar to the practice of leaving graffiti

and inscriptions on antique ruins that so irritated Flaubert during his

Oriental peregrinations and which, pare nthetically, is not the exclusive

prerogative of tourists. Lord Byron, for example, had a fondness for
incising his name on columns and ruins
splenetic description of the Japanese, those proverbial photo -crazy
tourists, explainst  he significance of this gesture:

| dondt even | eave behind photographs
alone a set of walls themselves. In this sense, | am inferior even to the
almost proverbial Japanese. (There is nothing more appalling to me
than to t hink about the family album of the average Japanese: smiling
and stocky, he/she/both against a backdrop of everything vertical the
world contains 0 statues, fountains, cathedrals, towers, mosques,

ancient temples, etc. Least of all, | presume, Buddhas and pagodas.)
Cogito ergo sum gives way to Kodak ergo sum , just as cogito in its day
triumphed oveéx 0l createbo

While tourists are attracted to the sight by the markers it possesses,
the pictures they take once at the sight 0 the act of repetition Barthes
talked about & are instrumental in perpetuating the semiotic status of
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the place as a tourist attraction. In the absence of the mediation of a

marker, the sight ceases to be a sight. The difference between sight and

marker suggests different forms of behavio r in the attitudes of travelers

and tourists @ ultimately, a difference between sight  -involvement and

marker -involvement. Tourist is typically conceived of as superficial and
inauthentic precisely because towWwrhests are
markers 0t hat medi at e or 0Ostaged6 their expe
travelers produce markers by writing travelogues about their journeys.

The distinction here is between inhabiting or acceding to the presence

within the sight, and gliding past its surface. Pho tography, (which
captures the surface of things, is a perfect metaphor for the latter. In
the words of Zygmunt Bauman, the tourist 0

in, but nowhere oft he pl ac e 33.hThe marker, wkmil& constitutive

of the sight, destroys o6 aut henticitydéd and prevents an
immediacy of perception on the part of the visitor. The problem

continues to reproduce itself as long as the tourist obsessively seeks

out the authenticity and immediacy their very presence destroys. 34

VanDen Abbeele reads Otour i shatngfigsre an esse
who avoids other tourists and rarely considers him - or herself to be
one. French scholar Jean -Didier Urbain believes such denial leads to a
profound mal ai se because o fthedistinaion i nt er nal
between the uncomprehending mass d the idiot on tour & and the
heroic traveler who belongs to the golden age of travel that can never be
r e g ais3n ®dcéd again, we are talking here not about actualities but
rather the discourses of differen t forms of travel, 0 i.e. the ways of
constructing and interpreting knowledge about and ascribing meaning
to specific practices. Both the professed parvenu tourist and the
sophisticated ogentl eman travelerdé are, of
of particu lar cultural matrices, 8 products of cultural imagination first
and furthermost. What is more important than the actual validity and
truth of specific discursive claims is their hold on popular imagination,
the contexts in which these discourses are invoke d, the uses to which
they are put, and the forms of rationality and power they legitimize.

The touristds aversion to other tourists
carnivalesque, make -belief, nature of tourism itself that nurtures
fantasies of upper mobi lity by tempting tourists to try on attributes of a
life style @ if only for the duration of a trip d that would have normally
been associated with a higher social standing (e.g. pool, hotel service,
shopping, entertainment, etc.). Obviously, tourism and t ravel in the
Third World and encounters with the o0l ocal
experience feelings of economic superiority and potency. The alluring
fantasy of putting on an oaristocratico
recognized by the first entreprene  urs in the tourist industry and has
remained highly durable ever since. 3% As a ovulgaro6 replicat|
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elitist travel experience, tourism, argues Paul Fussell, always seeks to
pass for real travel:

What distinguishes the tourist is motives, few of whi ch are ever
openly revealed: to raise social status at home and to allay social
anxiety: to realize fantasies of erotic freedom; and most important, to
derive secret pleasure from posing momentarily as a member of a social
cl ass superior tol @aynmebbbe owaol e tof pthe 0o
spender whose life becomes significant and exciting only when one is
exercising power by choosing what to buy. 37

Touristic shame, or in more neutral terms, urge of dissociation,
then, is rooted on the one hand, in a 0 a nihleand repression of the
mass availability of privilege, and on the other, in the perceived
inauthenticity of touristic experience. 38 In his analysis of the semiotics
of sightseeing, Van Den Abbeele describes foreign tourists in France
who use theirguide books to | ocate an Obaulangkrient i c6
(for tourists shun other tourists and wa
all for themselves.) Inevitably, however, by virtue of being marked, the
boulangerie begins to attract droves of tourists and loses its
authenticity both for the locals who flee the by now -overcrowded place
and for the tourists themselves who fin
anymore. Frustration leads to the marking of more and more sights,
which does not, however, help tourists to ca pture the elusive sense of
authenticity. Thus tourism operates 0l es
alienation, as the tourist in his insatiable desire for immediacy and
authenticity finds himself (sic!) enmeshed in the very web of mediacy

inauthenticity, fr om which he is tr$ing so hard t
The proliferation of semiotic Omarker s
tourists themselves is at the core of mo
simpler mode of being prior to the advance of capitalism, large -scale
industrialization ~and  urbanization. Under the burden of
representations (rapidly turning into
generations of travelers and travel writers, late twentieth century
holidaymakers are hard pressed to narrate their travel impression s in

terms that would be uniquely their own. Although the anxiety of

influence has been the affliction of travel writers since the late

eighteenth century, engendered by the concept of originality that

formed at the time, by the end of the twentieth centur y the realization

of the genrefs perceived exhaustion oft
employ self -irony, parody, pastiche, multiple coding, dialogical

relationship with the reader, deliberate exposure of the creative devices,

and other elements of post -modern (auto -reflexive) poetics in order to

wrestle their voices out of the polyphony of previous accounts. The

most prolific and widely  -read of contemporary travel authors, including
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Paul Theroux, Robert Kaplan, Shirley Hazzard, Bruce Chatwin, Jan
Morris, and Ronald Wright, - reinvent the genre by synthesizing
documentary journalism and political commentary, anthropology, and
cultural criticism with a confessional mode of narrative that records

the travelerds impressions of the experien

In her 1976 short story oUnguided Tour 0,
the near impossibility of having a genui ne
and lists the worn -out expressions and tropes of the tourist discourse,
the common -speak of touristd:t dbdrei ced,e diotr Wwong

sai do, ot his spot 6, ocamer aso, doadviceo,
Oruined©o6, Osatietybo, opl easur esé, otipo, (
Boorstin calls the oOtautology of every m
worn and e xhausted al l ot her appell ations an
Sontagds characters are | eft with no trave
| dm perfectly all right. I beg you donét

card size reproductions. Or the sailor sweater.

Dondét be uadidyouyipMomsieur Rene?

Say to yourself fifty times a day: | am not a connoisseur, | am not a
romantic wanderer, | am not a pilgrim.

You say it.
OA permanent part of mankind®&s spiritual
Translate that for me. | forgot my phrase book. 40

This crisis of strong referentials that seems to have blurred the
boundaries between the spheres of existence previously held distinct is

corollary to the gener al sense of decl in
travelers, real 0l ocal s, 6 Ireadyeol aresabogtht s ar e
to be destroyed. The sole remaining purpose of contemporary

travel/tourism, t hen, is O0Oto see everythin

| took a trip to see the beautiful things. Change of scenery. Change
of heart. And do you know?

What?

T h e ¢ $ilt there.

Ah, but they wondét be there for | ong.

I know. That 6s why | went . To say goodby

always to say goodbye. 41

Bryan Turner identifies four main facets of modern nostalgia: 1)it
mourns the disappearance of genuine human r elationships and
associations; 2) it is disoriented by the waning of religious
consciousness and concomitant loss of moral certainty and personal
wholeness; 3)it nurtures the sense of historical decline and laments the
passing of the Golden Age; 4)it is fr  ustrated by the loss of authenticity
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and emotional spontaneity of a simpler
way of life. 42 All of these elements are key to the understanding of

modern tourism and travel. As we have seen earlier, the longing for the

Golden Age o f real travel has a common place in the writings of both

travelers, like Theroux and Levi  -Strauss, and cultural critics of tourism

and travel, like Boorstin and Fussel. A well -known passage from Tristes
Tropiques captures the sentiment well:

I should hav e liked to live in the age of real travel, when the
spectacle on offer had not yet been blemished, contaminated and
confounded; then | could have seen Lahore not as | saw it, but as it
appeared to Bernier, Tavernier, Manucci é
such conjectures. When was the right moment to see India? At what
period would the study of the Brazilian savage have yielded the purest
satisfaction and the savage®himself been

At the same time, modern nostalgia is fundamentally self -conscious
of its own futility. Having lost the positivism of traditional religious
consciousness, modernity has made a cultural necessity out of auto -
reflexivity and doubt. Hence, modern discourses of nostalgia that are

staked out by the two fundamental impuls es of modernity & the

utopian longing for the more harmonious past on the one hand, and

incredulity towards its own myths on the other doare enamored
di stance, not of t44h eevi-Steafise characteristicalys e | f 0

concludes his reflections on t he Golden Age of real travel with the
realization that any backward movement would also deprive him of the

ability to adequately comprehend the reality of the past. Nostalgia is a
0sadness without an objecto, a longing
aware of the inauthenticity of all repetition:

[It] is always ideological: the past it seeks has never existed except
as narrative, and hence, always absent, that past threatens to
reproduce itself as a felt lack. Hostile to history and its invisible origins,
and yet longing for an impossibly pure context of lived experience at a
place of origin, nostalgia wears a distinctly utopian face, a face that
turns towards a future  -past, a past which has only ideological reality. 45

In lieu of conclusion

Despite the wide range of existing forms and styles of tourism
(heritage, ecological, recreational, sex, etc.), the phenomenon seems to
possess a set of enduring characteristics that distinguish it from
oOsophisticated travel 0. Foll owing t he
compiled by Sontag, it seems useful to recap the key tropes of the
discourse of tourism:
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Vulgarity

Non-authenticity

Parvenu, middle class

Wide availability

Gender equality

Self-hatred

Hedonism

Leisure

Predictability

Comfort

Consumption

Passivity

Ideological conformism

Collective condition

Pre-fabricated, mass -produced experience

Prescripted, simulated oO0sightsdé and destin
pl acesd)

Superficiality

Controllability of adventure

Obsession with photography

The definition of travel , however, seems more problematic: context -

bound, hi storically specific, and i-ntrinsi
correctdé6 deconstructions as wunabashedly e
simpl e inversion of t our i sautbesticitya vst r i but es
authenticity; ideological conformism vs. rebelliousness, fun -seeking vs.

creativity, etc.) will not make a definiton of travel more

comprehensible, but rather will expose the porous boundaries between

travel and tourism as experiential categories. The d ichotomy seems
more ideological than practical, owing its tenacity to the wishful
thinking of narcissistic tourists/travels who use it to construct their

own identity ad negotia.

One of the most tenacious perceptions of the binary of
tourism/travel descr i bes tourism as a practice O0inca
serious knowl edge, 0 but rat her oriented t
Oappropr i atiFar Russellbahd Bodrstin, who lament the loss of

the art of travel and the concomitant decline of sophisticated tra vel
writing under the swell of its vulgar imitations, travel and travel writing
are implicated in high art formations: i ta

traveler; one needs to leave a literary travelogue of the journey. It is

obvious, then, that the opposi tion between such dichotomies as

simulacrum and authenticity, and consumption and production of

knowl edge and aesthetics (e. g. otravelers
write postcardso) that structures the dich
expresses the rel ation between modernity and its Other d the
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increasingly engulfing mass culture. Thus, despite the assertions of

cultural theorists like Fussell and Boorstin who lament the death of

travel, both spati al and textual pract
conti nue to operate as powerful  symbolic categories. One of the most

prominent cultural theorists of tourism, Dean MacCannel explains why

the dichotomy of travel/tourism is likely to endure:

The dialectic of authenticity is at the heart of the development of a I
modern social structure. It is manifest in concerns for ecology and
front, in attacks on what is phony, pseudo, tacky, in bad taste, mere
show, tawdry and gaudy. These concerns conserve a solidarity at the
level of total society, a collective agreement that reality and truth exist
somewhere in society, and that we ought to be trying to find them and
refine them. 47
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